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Thursday, 7 April 2016 

9:00–10:00 Registration & Welcome Coffee (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

10:00–10:30 Opening of the Conference and Welcome Addresses (Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre) 

10:30–11:20 Keynote Speech I (Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre) 

Audrius Beinorius (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Post Colonial Imagination and Textological 

Commitments in Buddhist Philosophy Studies 

11:30–13:00 Poster Session I & Coffee Break (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

13:00–14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00–15:40 Panels & Sections I 

Panel 2: Turkic-speaking Peoples of Central Asia from a Linguistic Perspective, part I (University 

Main Building, Ülikooli 18, room 232) 

Panel 4: Ancient Near Eastern Lamentation Literature: Sceneries of Destruction (University Main 

Building, Ülikooli 18, room 139) 

Panel 6: Chinese Language Studies in Connection with the West, part I (Lossi 3, room 307) 

Section 2: Japanese and Korean Studies: Culture and Literature, part I (University Main Building, 

Ülikooli 18, room 128) 

Section 6: Cross Cultural Studies: East and West, part I (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 

15:40–16:00 Coffee Break (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

16:00–18:00 Panels & Sections II 

Panel 2: Turkic-speaking Peoples of Central Asia from a Linguistic Perspective, part II (University 

Main Building, Ülikooli 18, room 232) 

Panel 6: Chinese Language Studies in Connection with the West, part II (Lossi 3, room 307) 

Section 2: Japanese and Korean Studies: Culture and Literature, part II (University Main Building, 

Ülikooli 18, room 128) 

Section 5: Ancient Near Eastern Studies (University Main Building, Ülikooli 18, room 139) 

Section 6: Cross Cultural Studies: East and West, part I (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 

19:00 Welcome Reception (University Café, Ülikooli 20) 
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Friday, 8 April 2016 

9:30–10:00 Late Registration & Morning Coffee (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

10:00–10:50 Keynote Speech II (Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre) 

Gebhard J. Selz (University of Vienna, Austria): The Invention of Writing and the Mesopotamian 

World View 

11:00–11:50 Keynote Speech III (Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre) 

Robert Rollinger (University of Innsbruck, Austria): Peripheries and Centres: Empires of the Ancient 

Near East in the 1st Millennium BCE 

11:50–13:00 Poster Session II & Coffee Break (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

13:00–14:00 Lunch Break 

14:00–15:40 Panels & Sections III 

Panel 1: Contemporary Conflicts in the Middle East, Their Historical, Cultural, and Ethnic Legacy and 

Possibility for Intercultural Dialogue (Jakobi 2, room 106) 

Panel 3: Turkic-speaking Peoples of Central Asia from a Historical Perspective, part I (Jakobi 2, room 

102) 

Panel 5: Soft Security Challenges in East Asia, part I (Jakobi 2, room 130) 

Panel 8: Politics of Identity and Memory in Post-colonial and Post-socialist Fragmentation of 

Belonging, part I (Jakobi 2, room 110) 

Panel 9: Buddhist Concepts and Practices: Understanding and Interpreting Them in the Contemporary 

World, part I (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 

Panel 10: Mythological Concepts in Mongolian Literature, Folklore, and Language, part I (Jakobi 2, 

room 107) 

15:40–16:00 Coffee Break (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

16:00–18:00 Panels & Sections IV 

Panel 3: Turkic-speaking Peoples of Central Asia from a Historical Perspective, part II (Jakobi 2, 

room 102) 

Panel 5: Soft Security Challenges in East Asia, part II (Jakobi 2, room 130) 

Panel 8: Politics of Identity and Memory in Post-colonial and Post-socialist Fragmentation of 

Belonging, part II (Jakobi 2, room 110) 

Panel 9: Buddhist Concepts and Practices: Their Understanding and Interpreting in the Contemporary 

World, part II (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 
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Panel 10: Mythological Concepts in Mongolian Literature, Folklore, and Language, part II (Jakobi 2, 

room 107) 

19:00 Cultural Event: FA Schola Ensemble – The Bridge Over Time: Italian Instrumental Music from 

13
th
 – 15

th
 Century Sources and Modal Improvisationas (University Main Building, Ülikooli 18 

Assembly Hall) 

20:00 Conference Club (University Café, Ülikooli 20) 

 

Saturday, 9 April 2016 

10:00–11:40 Panels & Sections V 

Panel 11: Genealogies in the Ancient World, part I (Jakobi 2, room 102) 

Section 1: Chinese Studies: Ancient and Modern, part I (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 

Section 3: Arabic Studies: Politics, Language, and Literature, part I (Jakobi 2, room 114) 

Section 7: Linguistic and Cultural Concepts in South Asia (Jakobi 2, room 130) 

11:40–12:00 Coffee Break (Jakobi 2 Lobby) 

12:00–14:00 Panels & Sections VI 

Panel 7: What Do We Learn from Crises? Historical Aspects and Alternative Solutions. (Jakobi 2, 

room 130) 

Panel 11: Genealogies in the Ancient World, part II (Jakobi 2, room 102) 

Section 1: Chinese Studies: Ancient and Modern, part II (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 

Section 3: Arabic Studies: Politics, Language, and Literature, part II (Jakobi 2, room 114) 

Section 4: Persian, Turkish, and Azeri Studies: Texts and Translation (Jakobi 2, room 106) 

14:00–14:30 Closing Addresses (Ülikooli 16, room 212) 

15:00–17:00 BAAS Board Meeting (Jakobi 2, room 115) 
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Keynote Speeches 

Keynote Speech I 

Thursday, 7 April 10:30–11:20 AM, Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre 

Audrius Beinorius (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Post Colonial Imagination and Textological 

Commitments in Buddhist Philosophy Studies 

Abstract 

Buddhism has profoundly touched the Western imagination in a surprisingly widespread way and has 

done so for well over a several hundred years, evoking a sustained fascination. It was not until the late 

19
th
 century that “Buddhist philosophy” was first recognized as an independent subject for scholarly 

inquiry. Prior to this time, the treatment of the Buddhist philosophical systems, as a field of study 

distinct from Buddhist religion and literature, was virtually non-existent. 

The intention of the lecture is to show that perhaps the most significant feature in the Western 

construction of ‘Buddhism’ was the tendency for orientalists to reify the object of their discourses and 

to locate that reified ‘essence’ firmly within a clearly defined body of classical texts. An imaginative 

creation of Buddhism as a textual object in Europe progressively enabled certain aspects of Asian 

cultures to be defined, delimited, classified and interpreted through its own textuality. Ideas of what is 

and what is not Buddhism are very much the product of the contingent historical circumstances and 

the evolution of the modern tradition of interpretation. In each generation the new problematics of 

Western philosophy have yielded correspondingly new but not necessarily more “correct” readings of 

the Buddhist tradition. 

In spite of the more recent advances in modern scholarship dealing with the perception of 

Buddhism in the West, it seems we still face a lack of critical reflections on the immensely complex 

cross-cultural problems associated with the transfer of a system of knowledge from one culture to 

another. The elaboration of doctrine and argument in traditional Buddhist settings necessarily 

responded to the intellectual cultures of the times and places concerned. We cannot rightly expect to 

find ready-made answers to the problems that confront our contemporary philosophical culture. 

William Jones’ assumption that Asian materials are of crucial interest because of what they can tell 

us about ourselves clashes with the methodological goal of exegetical objectivity. A conclusion can be 

made that if we cannot eliminate the conceptual background engendered by our time, place, and 

personal circumstances, we can, however, with sufficient care, discern some of the ways in which our 

vision is at once constrained and enabled by it. Thus, the function of Buddhist studies and Asian 

studies in general becomes that of helping the West define its own self-image. 

Keynote Speech II 

Friday, 8 April 10:00–10:50 AM, Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre 

Gebhard J. Selz (University of Vienna, Austria): The Invention of Writing and the Mesopotamian 

World View 

Abstract 

The lecture will demonstrate that the invention of writing in the Ancient Near East led to major 

changes in the epistemic world of Mesopotamia and beyond. It will also show that written tradition 

preserves only the surface of scholarly reasoning. In a final step the lecture will ask what the models 

developed by modern interpretations of the Ancient Near Eastern written sources contribute to other 

sectors of “Oriental Studies”. 
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Keynote Speech III 

Friday, 8 April 11:00–11:50 AM, Jakobi 2 Lecture Theatre 

Robert Rollinger (University of Innsbruck, Austria): Peripheries and Centres: Empires of the Ancient 

Near East in the 1
st
 Millennium BCE 

Abstract 

Looking at handbooks dealing with the history of the Ancient Near East, older as well as the more 

recent ones, there appears to be a general agreement on structuring the outline of the political history 

of the first millennium BCE. The epoch is conceptualized as a succession of three clearly defined 

empires. The first one, the Neo Assyrian Empire, is regarded as a turning point in history by 

establishing imperial structures connected with the claim to rule the world. It is succeeded by the Neo-

Babylonian Empire and the Persian Empire that, on the one hand, follow the already introduced 

imperial trajectory but, on the other, shape their individual and distinctive conceptions of empire and 

state. With the conquests of Alexander the Great, a major break is generally considered to have taken 

place. The Ancient Near Eastern empires and history have come to an end, a new, this time western 

empire emerges, and a new era is introduced. In my talk I want to challenge this view by 

contemplating on (1) what does the Empire mean in the first millennium BCE and (2) which role do 

the fringes of empire play in a dynamic process of interconnected regions and zones to which not only 

the “east” belonged. 
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Panels 

Panel 1: Contemporary Conflicts in the Middle East, Their Historical, Cultural and Ethnic Legacy, 

and Possibility for Intercultural Dialogue 

Friday, 8 April 14:00–15:40 Jakobi 2, room 106 

Conveners: Holger Mölder (Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia) and Vladimir Sazonov 

(University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Abstract 

The spread of numerous ethnic, religious and cultural conflicts in the Middle East has promoted the 

emergence and growing influence of various extremist movements. The unstable situation in the 

Middle East has damaged the cultural legacy of the Ancient Near East, which is the cradle of human 

civilization. The panel examines the historical, political and cultural processes which have led to the 

emergence of the contemporary situation in the Middle East. Many processes we witness today (the 

Arab Spring, the Israeli-Palestine conflict, the rise of extremism in Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Syria) have 

their roots in early history, which is related to the modern identity building in the region. The primary 

goal is to analyze the development of the multicultural environment in the Middle East throughout 

history, how it emphasizes current intercultural dialogue and produces various responses to it (i.e. 

ethnic and religious conflicts, extremist movements, social revolutions). Under which conditions 

would it be possible to achieve a breakthrough towards the development of intercultural dialogue? 

The panel encourages interdisciplinary research on Middle Eastern conflicts, therefore welcoming 

research papers focusing on historical, theological, cultural, political and other relevant issues. 

Papers: 

1. Vladimir Sazonov: Conflict in Syria and Iraq: Destruction of Cultural Legacy, Archaeological 

Looting, and the Future of Archaeological Sites 

2. Yehuda Blanga (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel): ISIS – A Passing Phenomenon or an 

Existing Entity 

3. Leons Taivans (University of Latvia, Riga): Large Scale Immigration from the Middle East: Risks 

and Disadvantages 

4. Holger Mölder: The Narrative of Islamic State and the Lemmas of Middle Eastern Security 

Environment 

Panel 2: Turkic-speaking Peoples of Central Asia from a Linguistic Perspective 

Thursday, 7 April 14:00–18:00 University Main Building, Ülikooli 18 room 232 

Convener: Zsuzsanna Olach (MTA-SZTE Turcological Research Group and the University of Szeged, 

Hungary) 

Abstract 

From the 6th century onwards, Central Asia has been dominated by Turkic speaking peoples, e.g. 

Türks, Old Uyghurs, Kazakhs, Uzbeks. The history of these peoples and the languages spoken by 

them have always been in the focus of Turcological studies. The aim of the panel is to bring together 

scholars working on different Central Asian Turkic languages and discuss the results of their recent 
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research. The participants will present issues including Old Turkic (represented on the Orkhon 

Inscriptions) and present-day Turkic languages (Sayan Turkic languages, Kazakh, Turkmen, and 

Qashqay). 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Zsuzsanna Olach: A Semantic Study on the Use of ešit- and tïŋla- in Old Turkic 

2. Bayarma Khabtagaeva (University of Szeged, Hungary): Sayan Turkic Varieties in Central Asia 

3. Bence Grezsa (University of Szeged, Hungary): What Do the Colour Names Tell Us? The Case of 

Kazakh 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Judith Routamaa & Abdollah Nazari (SIL International & Turkish American Association): 

Language and Religion among the Turkmen of Iran: Observations on the Speech of Three Generations 

5. Sohrab Dolatkhah (freelance researcher, Paris): Subordinate Clauses in Qashqay: Evidence for 

Typological Shift 

Panel 3: Turkic-speaking Peoples of Central Asia from a Historical Perspective 

Friday, 8 April, 14:00–18:00 Jakobi 2 room 102 

Convener: István Zimonyi (Department of Altaic Studies, University of Szeged, Hungary) 

Abstract 

The Turkic speaking peoples lived predominantly in the steppe stretching from Mongolia to the 

Carpathian Basin. The steppe belt of Eurasia represented the same way of life and culture in the 

Middle Ages, and the nomads created empires which determined the fate of Eurasia. The first nomadic 

empire was founded by the Xiongnu in the 2
th
 century BCE. Then the Türks created a vast nomadic 

empire from Mongolia to the Crimea in the 6
th
century. Finally the Mongols united the Eurasian steppe 

under their rule in the 13
th 

century, including the neighbouring sedentary civilizations. The steppe belt 

runs parallel with a forest zone in the north and sedentary civilizations such as China, Transoxania, 

Persia, East Roman Empire, later Byzantium, in the South. Although the sedentary civilizations played 

a significant role in the formation of nomadic empires by mediating to them technical inventions, an 

advanced system of administration, world religion, prestige goods, and the nomadic peoples profited 

from controlling the long distance commercial, political and diplomatic contacts with them, the 

contacts between nomads and forest dwellers should also be taken into consideration. The sedentary 

civilizations could not control the steppe for long. The nomads of the Eurasian steppe could be 

conquered from the forest zone by the Russians with the military superiority of the Europeans. 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Szabolcs Felföldi (University of Szeged, Hungary): Trade in Conventional Rut? Long-distance 

Trading Systems and Rivers 
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2. Szabolcs Polgár (University of Szeged, Hungary): Nomads, Traders, Steppe Empires in Medieval 

Eurasia (with Special Regard to Khazaria and Volga Bulgharia) 

3. Szilvia Kovács (University of Szeged, Hungary): Christian Missions in the Chagataid Ulus 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Márton Vér (Turkological Research Group of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary): The 

Last Episode of the Silk Road’s Golden Age: Mongols and Overland Trade 

5. Michał Połczyński (Georgetown University, USA): Turks and Tatars and Cossacks, Oh My!: 

Establishing a New Vocabulary for Power and Patronage in the Ottoman/Polish-Lithuanian Frontier 

in the 16
th
 Century 

6. István Zimonyi; Identities among the Nomads of Central Eurasia 

Panel 4: Ancient Near Eastern Lamentation Literature: Sceneries of Destruction 

Thursday, 7 April, 14:00–15:40, University Main Building, Ülikooli 18, room 139 

Convener: Martin Lang (University of Innsbruck, Austria) 

Abstract 

Ancient Near Eastern Lamentation Literature forms the biggest coherent corpus of cuneiform literature. 

City-laments, Balangs, Erschemmas, Erschahungas and Schuilas all bewail the destruction of cities, 

the desecration of sanctuaries, death and starvation in the face of war in order to calm the wrath of the 

gods, who are seen as the force responsible for the destruction. This session aims to inform scholars 

from other branches of these valuable but up to now seldom noticed (at least outside of Ancient Near 

Eastern Studies) sources of the history of religion. 

Papers 

1. Angelika Kellner (University of Innsbruck, Austria): The Sumerian Lamentation ‘The Screaming 

Cow’ (im.ma.al gu3.de2.de2). The Background, Textual Reconstruction and Transmission 

2. Martin Lang: How to Lament Appropriately: Correct Ritual Acting and Correct Lexicography 

3. Sebastian Fink (University of Innsbruck, Austria): A Symphony of Destruction: Describing Disaster 

in Sumerian Lamentations 

Panel 5: Soft Security Challenges in East Asia 

Friday, 8 April, 14:00–18:00, Jakobi 2, room 130 

Convener: Linas Didvalis (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania) 

Abstract 

Soft (non-traditional) security issues are of growing importance among practitioners and scholars alike 

due to their often elusive nature accompanied by a capacity to destabilize security situations both on 

national and international level. Cases such as climate change, diaspora integration, cyber or 

information wars illustrate that quite well. Therefore, there is a need to dedicate more attention to how 
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soft security challenges appear and develop, what response they provoke from governments and civil 

society, how could these challenges be managed, and what lessons have been learned so far. 

The East Asia region is especially prone to tensions caused by soft security issues: China is facing 

a variety of environmental issues and is the leading emitter of greenhouse gases, liberal and 

conservative camps in Japan have disagreements about migration and diaspora integration policies, the 

unsolved historical legacy among all East Asian countries raises concerns about the strategic use of 

information in public diplomacy and accusations of propaganda. These are just a few examples of 

topics that will be discussed in this proposed panel presentation. Presenters will prioritize the least 

analyzed issues and seek to answer such questions as how soft security issues evolved in the East Asia 

region; what role does each regional power play in escalating or diminishing soft security concerns; 

how regional powers cooperate to govern international threats. 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Linas Didvalis: The Role of National Self-interest Factors in Environmental Cooperation Among 

East Asian Countries 

2. Arvydas Kumpis (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania): Ethnic Minority as a Threat to 

National Security: the Case of Koreans in Japan 

3. Ene Selart (University of Tartu, Estonia): The Development of the Yellow Peril Discourse in the 

Estonian Media from 1890s up to 1905 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Konstantinas Andrijauskas (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Manchuria’s Contemporary Soft 

Security Threats to the Central Government in Beijing 

5. Branimir Vidmarović (Dag Hammarskjöld University College of International Relations and 

Diplomacy, Zagreb, Croatia): North Korea as a Chinese Soft Security Factor in East Asia 

6. Zdzislaw Śliwa (Baltic Defence College, Tartu, Estonia): China – Japan Relations in the Shadow of 

Islands Disputes 

Panel 6: Chinese Language Studies in Connection with the West 

Thursday, 7 April, 14:00–18:00, Lossi 3, room 307 

Convener: Gao Jingyi (University of Tartu, Estonia); 

Guest moderator: Zhang Daqiu (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, China; Tallinn 

University, Estonia) 

Abstract 

Chinese language studies are based on the traditional language studies of China, namely the primary 

studies (小學). It has been a consecutively developed field of knowledge since the 3
rd

 century B.C.E. 

The European missionaries started to study the Chinese language in the Western way since the 

16
th
 century. The Western systematic language studies entered China at the end of the 19

th 
century in 

the form of modern linguistics led by structural linguistics. Since then, Western linguistics has 

influenced Chinese language studies both positively and negatively. We shall discuss several 

essentials of the Chinese language studies in connection with the West.  
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Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Sun Yuwen (Peking University, China): Critical Comments on the Reconstruction of Archaic 

Chinese Affixes 

2. Zhang Minquan (Communication University of China, Beijing, China): A Critical Review of the 

Sino-Tibetan Hypothesis and its Research Methodology 

3. Gao Jingyi (University of Tartu, Estonia): Sinitic and Uralic Shared Etymologies with Rhyme 

Correspondences: On Finnish -anta, -iele, -uku and -ietä Rhymes 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Wang Weimin and Qiao Quansheng (Shanxi University, China): The Influence of Thomas Meadows’ 

Mandarin Orthography on Thomas Wade’s Mandarin Orthography 

5. Zheng Linxiao (Renmin University, Beijing, China): A Study on the Phonology of Woo-chay-yun-

foo by Robert Morrison 

6. Li Jianqiang (Renmin University, Beijing, China): On the Pronunciation of Sanskrit akṣara jña 

Based on the Transcriptional Material of Hṛdaya Sūtra and Others 

7. Zhang Daqiu (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, China; Tallinn University, Estonia): 

Is xìng in the Question nín guì xìng a Verb in Mandarin Chinese? 

8. Wang Rudong (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, China; Tallinn University, Estonia): 

A Contrastive Study of Mandarin shì and Estonian ole- in Grammar 

Panel 7: What Do We Learn from Crises? Historical Aspects and Alternative Solutions 

Saturday, 9 April, 12:00–14:00, Jakobi 2, room 130 

Convener: Chutinon Putthiwanit (Eastern Asia University, Pathum Thani, Thailand) 

Abstract 

Do we really understand the cause and effect of disaster? Do we really learn something? If so, why do 

we sometimes still make the same mistakes again? This panel session studies several crises in the 

world based on various aspects according to the aforementioned questions. The panellists provide 

some examples from ASEAN, Thailand, and Vietnam, especially in financial crises. The aim of this 

panel is to raise awareness and present lessons learned from crises in the past as applicable to other 

regions of the world, especially the Baltic region. The panellists would like to use this occasion to 

provide the cause and effect, together with alternative solutions, of such crises. 

Papers 

1. Chutinon Putthiwanit: A History of Financial Crisis in Thailand: A Root-Cause Analysis 

2. Kitti Jayangakula (Eastern Asia University, Pathum Thani, Thailand): The History of Human Rights 

Crisis in ASEAN Region 
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Panel 8: Politics of Identity and Memory in Post-Colonial and Post-Socialist Fragmentation of 

Belonging 

Friday, 8 April, 14:00–18:00, Jakobi 2, room 110 

Convener: Vytis Ciubrinskas (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Abstract 

The panel will tackle the issues of fragmentation of belonging through unfolding particular discourses, 

experiences and practices of displacement, structural inequality and subjectivization as well as of 

stigmatization and marginalization from the multidisciplinary perspective, and focuses on the politics 

of memory of social traumas in particular areas of Eurasia, i.e. Central Asia, South Asia etc. 

The main field of scrutiny will open up the issues of (post)colonial and (post)socialist: 

History: 

- Occupations, oppressions, deportations; counter-establishment i.e. ‘Arab Spring’ 

movements and un-armed resistance of the ‘Gandhian ’ and ‘Velvet’ revolutions and new 

nationalisms; 

- Discourses and emotions of memory/suffering in everyday life and in public arenas. 

Cultures and cultural groups: 

- Politics of culture and the politization and marginalization of groups; 

- Ethnification and traditionalization of heritages. 

Migration: 

- Transnationalism and cosmopolitanism: politics of belonging and cross-cutting the ties of 

social networking of migrants; 

- (Post)colonial & (post)communist (re)building of nation-states: social remittances and 

return migration; 

- Transnational traumatization and local politization of forced migrants. 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Fabio Belafatti (Vilnius University, Lithuania): The ‘Nationalization’ of Historical Figures: The 

Construction of Nationalist Credentials Among the Post-communist Elite in Tajikistan 

2. Vytis Ciubrinskas: Challenging Assimilation: Reclaiming Heritage and Identity from Local Life-

ways of the Descendants of the 19th Century Forced Migrants in Trans-Volga Russia and Kazakhstan 

3. Urmas Pappel (University of Tartu, Estonia): Effects of Memory Politics on Chinese Youths: 

Patriotism and Confusion 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Zivile Adulcikaite (The School of Oriental and African Studies, University College, London, UK): 

African Migrants in India: Racial Logic and Racial Boundaries in Post-colonial Context 

5. Deimantas Valanciunas (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Of Roots and Routes: Migration, Home and 

Belonging in Bollywood’s Films on Diaspora 

6. Kristina Garalytė (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania): Dalits’ Suffering and Struggle: 

from Discrimination to Student Activism 



19 
 

Panel 9: Buddhist Concepts and Practices: Understanding and Interpreting Them in the 

Contemporary World 

Friday, 8 April, 14:00–18:00, Ülikooli 16, room 212 

Convener: Märt Läänemets (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Abstract 

Buddhism or Buddha-dharma with its history of two and a half millennia has had an enormous impact 

on many Asian civilizations. It has shaped their culture, value systems, and ways of thinking. During 

the last 200 years Buddhism has advanced globally and has been modified in the Western-style 

modern world from academic studies to the religious and social movements, community life, forms of 

psychotherapy, etc. This panel will include discussions on how the traditional concepts and practices 

of Buddhism have been studied, developed and changed in the contemporary world; how are they 

understood and applied; to what extent have they retained their original meaning; how and to what 

extent have they influenced modern cultures and mentalities; how and to what extent have the modern 

tenets influenced and modified their meaning and content. 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Vladimir Korobov (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Some Reflections on Taxonomies in 

Abhidharmasamuccaya of Asanga 

2. Märt Läänemets: On the Meaning of satipaṭṭhāna in the Satipaṭṭhāna-sutta: Some Non-standard 

Observations 

3. Kadri Raudsepp (Tallinn University, Estonia): Approaches to Mindfulness in Tibetan Tradition 

4. Teet Toome (University of Tartu, Estonia): The Structure of the Lotus Sūtra 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

5. Lauri Liiders (University of Tartu, Estonia): The Naturalized Concept of Karma in Contemporary 

Buddhism 

6. Vilius Dranseika (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Psychological Essentialism in Selecting the 14th 

Dalai Lama: One More Alternative Account 

7. Margarita Putnina (Riga Drikung Ngaden Choling Buddhist community, Latvia): The Phenomenon 

of Love and Compassion in the Context of Safe Global Community 

Panel 10: Mythological Concepts in Mongolian Literature, Folklore and Language 

Friday, 8 April, 14:00 – 18:00, Jakobi 2, room 107 

Convener: Alevtina Solovyova (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, Russia) 

Abstract 
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This panel is dedicated to Mongolian culture. It includes five papers regarding a range of mythological 

concepts, characters, and beliefs represented in different realms of Mongolian tradition – literature, 

folklore, and language. The papers are based on written sources and new data collected by the research 

team during fieldwork in Outer Mongolia, Inner Mongolia (China), and Buryatia (Russia). 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Alevtina Solovyova: A Pillow of the Hero, an Eye of the Genius of Nature and a Restless Place: 

Local Strategies of Mythologization of the Environment in Mongolian Traditions 

2. Olga Mazo (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow): Mongolian Wrestlers in 

Folklore Narratives 

3. İlya Gruntov (Russian Academy of Sciences): Mongolian Euphemisms and Taboo 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Yana Leman (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow): “Moon Cuckoo” of 

Danzanravjaa and Mongolian Theater 

5. Nikita Petrov (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow): Mythology of Epic Bards: 

Epic’s Performance Context in Central and Northern Asia 

Panel 11: Genealogies in the Ancient World 

Saturday, 9 April, Jakobi 2, room 102 

Conveners: Peeter Espak (University of Tartu, Estonia) & Sebastian Fink (University of Innsbruck, 

Austria) 

The session analyses different forms and methods of forming genealogies in the Ancient cultures. It 

intends to see how different panthea were formed and how did the different divine forces order being 

in complex genealogical relations. We also use the term “complex genealogies” for family patterns 

that do not fit the common pattern of a human being as the offspring of a mother and a father (no 

matter if these are human or divine). From the third millennium Mesopotamia onwards, we have 

evidence of special persons with more than two parents. Especially kings tried to legitimate their rule 

with a combination of divine and earthly, often resulting in a divine and a human father, a tradition 

that can still be grasped in the New Testament. We aim to look beyond the Ancient Near Eastern 

world in order to understand if this phenomenon is something specific or if it can be found in other 

cultures as well. 

Papers 

Part I: 10:00–11:40 

1. Peeter Espak: The Problems of the Genealogical Structures of the Early Sumerian Pantheon 

2. Sebastian Fink: Complex Genealogies in the Sumerian King List 

3. Mait Kõiv (University of Tartu, Estonia): The Genealogies of Ancient Argos: Between the Interests 

of the Present and the Traditions Concerning Epic Past 
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Part II: 12:00–14:00 

4. Jakub Kuciak (University of Jagiellonia, Kraków, Poland): Myth and Genealogy in Service of 

Politics on Example of Euripides’ Tragedy Ion 

5. Ain Riistan (University of Tartu, Estonia): Genealogies of Jesus in the New Testament  
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Sections 

Section 1: Chinese Studies: Ancient and Modern 

Saturday, 9 April, 10:00–14:00, Ülikooli 16, room 212 

Moderator: Märt Läänemets (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Papers 

Part I: 10:00–11:40 

1. Mart Tšernjuk (University of Tartu, Estonia): The Concepts of dào 道 and dé 德 in the First 

Chapter of Zhuāng-Zǐ 

2. Frank Jüris (National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan): Filial Piety in Xiaojing 孝經 and Liji 

禮記 

3. Katja Koort (Tallinn University, Estonia): Wandering Through the Landscape: The Way of 

Perceiving Space and Place in Guo Xi’s Linquan gaozhi 

Part II: 12:00–14:00 

4. Georgijs Dunajevs (University of Latvia, Riga): Wonderworkers of the West: Foreign Magicians in 

Chinese Sources from Han till Song 

5. Frank Kraushaar (University of Latvia, Riga): Literary Tradition as “Alternative View” in the PRC 

and Taiwan 

Section 2: Japanese and Korean Studies: Culture and Literature 

Thursday, 7 April, 14:00–18:00, University Main Building, Ülikooli 18, room 128 

Moderators: Maret Nukke (Tallinn University, Estonia) and Seo Jinseok (University of Latvia, Riga) 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Adam Bednarczyk (Nicolaus Copernicus University, Toruń, Poland): Geopoetics as a New 

Approach to Japanese Medieval Travel Accounts (kikō) 

2. Maret Nukke (Tallinn University, Estonia): The Structure of Japanese Kawaii Aesthetics: An 

Attempt of Definition through the Concepts of iki and kitsch 

3. Jungran Park (University of Tartu, Estonia): North Korean Residents’ Viewing of South Korean 

Video Productions: The Creation and Implications of “Subculture” 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Agnese Hajima (University of Latvia, Riga): The Humor of Fearful and Filthy in Japanese Art: The 

Hell Scenes 
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5. Margit Juurikas (Tallinn University, Estonia): Death and Mourning in Post-Fukushima Literature 

6. Jinseok Seo (University of Latvia, Riga): The Vernacularity of Korean Shamanism in the 

Perspective of Korean Christianity 

Section 3: Arabic Studies: Politics, Language, and Literature 

Saturday, 9 April, 10:00–14:00, Jakobi 2, room 114 

Moderators: Amar Annus (University of Tartu, Estonia) and Helen Geršman (Tallinn University, 

Estonia) 

Papers 

Part I, 10:00–11:40 

1. Otto Jastrow (Tallinn University, Estonia): Research on the Anatolian Arabic Dialects (qəltu 

dialects) – an Ongoing Story 

2. Marcin Michalski (Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland): Recapturing the Self: Arabs 

and Islam in Contemporary Arabic Translations of European Literature 

3. Ingrid Kleinhoff (University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia): Depiction of the Self and the Other by Three 

Generations of Arab Mahjar Writers: Orientalism, Occidentalism, or Both? 

Part II, 12:00–14:00 

4. Faruk Abu-Chacra (University of Helsinki, Finland): Does the Term ‘Arab’ or ‘The Arab Nations’ 

Refer to any Particular Racial Type? 

5. Zane Steinmane (University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia): The Warring Tribes: Representations of 

Conflict in the Pre-Islamic Odes of Mu’allaqat 

6. Helen Geršman (Tallinn University, Estonia): Poetic Features of ʾUsāma ibn Lādin’s Speech of 

March 28, 2002 

7. Yossi Mann (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel): The Saudi Arabia’s New Oil Policy 

Section 4: Persian, Turkish, and Azeri Studies: Texts and Translations 

Saturday, 9 April, 12:00–14:00, Jakobi 2, room 106 

Moderator: Vladimir Sazonov (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Papers 

1. Fatemeh Tavakoli (University of Tartu, Estonia): Mystic Interpretation of War: Memoryscapes of 

the Iran–Iraq War in Iranian Cinema 

2. Lidia Leontjeva (Tallinn University, Estonia): Iranian Shia Clerical Ideology Spread Methods: 

Language and Rhetorics 

3. Olga Razuvajeva (Tallinn University, Estonia): Conversion in the Late Ottoman Empire (1856-1876) 
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4. Aynura Mahmudova (Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences): The Role of Interpretation of 

Fuzuli’s Texts in the Formation and Development of his Literary School 

Section 5: Ancient Near Eastern Studies 

Thursday, 7 April, 16:00 – 18:00, University Main Building, Ülikooli 18, room 139 

Moderator: Peeter Espak (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Papers 

1. Boaz Zissu (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel): Jerusalem and Judean Tombs and Burial 

Customs in the First Century CE 

2. Vladimir Emelianov (St-Petersburg State University, Russia): Religious and Philosophical Aspects 

of the Sumerian Proverbs 

3. Krzysztof Ulanowski (University of Gdansk, Poland): Communication with Gods: The Case of 

Divination in Mesopotamian Civilization 

4. Maximilian Räthel (Georg-August-University Göttingen, Germany): Georg Friedrich Grotefend 

and the Decipherment of Cuneiform 

Section 6: Cross Cultural Studies: East and West 

Thursday, 7 April, 14:00–18:00, Ülikooli 16, room 212 

Moderators: Valdas Jaskūnas (Vilnius University, Lithuania) and Ene Selart (University of Tartu, 

Estonia) 

Papers 

Part I: 14:00–15:40 

1. Valdas Jaskūnas: Stateless Orientalism: Bodies and Frameworks of Knowledge about India in 

Soviet Lithuania 

2. Yasuko Shibata (The Polish-Japanese Academy of Information Technology, Poland): The 

Renovation of Polish Cultural Identities: The Consumption of Global Japanese Otherness in 

Contemporary Poland 

3. Vytis Silius, Vilius Dranseika, Renatas Berniūnas (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Cross-cultural 

Normative Psychology: Mapping the Space of Evaluative Concepts in Everyday Lithuanian, English, 

and Chinese 

Part II: 16:00–18:00 

4. Loreta Poškaitė (Vilnius University, Lithuania): A Search for the Differences Between Chinese and 

Western Aesthetics: A Critical View 

5. Supaporn Chalapati (I-Shou University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan): Internationalizing Business 

Curriculum and Cultural Values: The Case of Vietnam 
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6. Sibel Burçer (University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia): The Problems in the Management of Mobility of 

Turkish Students Studying in Latvia 

Section 7: Linguistic and Cultural Concepts in South Asia 

Saturday, 9 April, 10:00–11:40, Jakobi 2, room 130 

Moderator: Audrius Beinorius (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Papers 

1. Vytis Vidūnas (Vilnius University, Lithuania): The Concept of brahman in the Vedas: A Linguistic 

Approach 

2. Carmela Mastrangelo (Sapienza Università di Roma, Italy): Sanskrit and Pāli Grammatical 

Traditions: Influence and Interaction Between South-India and Ceylon 
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Poster Presentations 

Session 1: Thursday, 7 April, 11:30–13:00, Jakobi 2 Lobby 

Presentations 

1. Ann Talistu (Tallinn University, Estonia): Kawaii-Aesthetics as an Identity among the Youth Based 

on Japanese Street Fashion 

2. Wan Kaiyan (Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing, China): Historical Evolution 

of the Pictophonetic Characters and Phonetic Elements in Pronunciation 

3. Sandra Peets (Tallinn University, Estonia): Impact of State Identity on the Foreign Policy Making of 

Iran: An Analysis Based on the 2013-2015 Period of Nuclear Negotiations 

4. Maarja Roon (Tallinn University, Estonia): The Abortive Liberalizations of Iran. President 

Khatami’s Reform Movement and the 2009 Green Movement 

5. Tarmo Kulmar (University of Tartu, Estonia): On a Possible Characteristic of the Governing 

System of Pharaoh Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) 

6. Tanja Dibou (Tallinn University, Estonia): Syrian Alawites Youth Values and Identity in Syrian 

Civil War 

7. Andreas Johandi & Vladimir Sazonov (University of Tartu, Estonia): Who Was the Perpetrator in 

Mesopotamian Divine Abandonment Texts? 

Session 2: Friday, 8 April, 11:50–13:00, Jakobi 2 Lobby 

Presentations 

1. Imar Koutchoukali (Tallinn University, Estonia): What the Grammatical Features in the 1001 

Nights Tell Us about the History of Arabic 

2. Eva-Liisa Roht (Tallinn University, Estonia): “Ebru is like a Human Being” – Marbling Art (Ebru) 

in Turkey: The Perspective of the Contemporary Practitioner. The Connection between Ebru and 

Sufism 

3. Kristina Saad (Tallinn University, Estonia): Alms Money as a Means of Financing Terrorism 

4. Triin Laiverik (Tallinn University, Estonia): Women’s Involvement in the Martyrdom Operations of 

the Middle-Eastern Islamist Groups in the 20th and 21th Century 

5. Dana Karjatse (Tallinn University, Estonia): Identity Construction in Dāʿiš’s Propaganda 

Techniques: On the Example of Speeches by Caliph ʾAbū Bakr al-Baġdādī and the Official Spokesman 

ʾAbū Muḥammad al-ʿAdnānī 

6. Kristiina Soosaar (Tallinn University, Estonia): Changes of Temporary Marriages in Modern Iran 

Based on 7th Century Laws 

7. Karl Käsnapuu (University of Tartu, Estonia): Applying Near-death Study Tool on the Tibetan Book 

of the Dead  
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ABU-CHACRA, Faruk (University of Helsinki, Finland) 

Does the Term ‘Arab’ or ‘The Arab Nations’ Refer to any Particular RacialType? 

Determining the concept of who is an Arab and understanding the concept of ‘Arab Nations’ is 

confusing not only for the ‘Non-Arab’ nations but also for those citizens who vaguely fall under this 

umbrella term. My contribution to this question is to attempt to define and analyze the issues 

mentioned below: 

(1) An introduction to the ancient history of the Arabs as related to that of other Semitic peoples. 

(2) Does the term ‘Arab’ refer to any particular race and how to define the criteria for being an Arab? 

(3) How strong is the impact of Islam on the ideology of Arabism? 

(4) Defining the tribes and structures of the ‘Arab Nations’. 

(5) What is the meaning of the term ‘Pan-Arabism’? Is it based on Nationalism or is it just an ideology? 

(6) What is the basis for Arab Nationalism in the ethnic, linguistic, political, cultural, religious history 

of the people of Arab nations and countries? 

(7) If the major language of a country is Arabic, does this mean that its speakers are Arabs? 

(8) Can a Jew or an Assyrian who speaks Arabic as a mother tongue is considered an Arab? What 

about an Arab in Israel who speaks Hebrew as a mother tongue? What is he? What about English, or 

even French, etc.? 

(9) “When is an Arab not an Arab?” Or “when is an Arab an Arab?” 

(10) A few examples: Are the citizens of the following countries Arabs? Levantine countries: Lebanon 

(the country of Phoenicians), Syria (the country of The Arameans and Assyria), Iraq (the country of 

Mesopotamia: Akkadian, Babylonian, and Assyrian empires), Egypt (The country of Pharaohs and 

Copts) etc. 

ADULCIKAITE, Zivile (The School of Oriental and African Studies, University College, London) 

African Migrants in India: Racial Logic and Racial Boundaries in Post-Colonial Context 

The scope of this presentation is to look at contemporary African migrants in India and to examine 

how racial logics and racial boundaries are articulated and applied, and with what consequences. The 

paper uses football as a particular cultural practice to question how are the boundaries between and 

within racial communities being constructed in the subcontinent. It aims to look at the complexity and 

nuances of the role and status of African football players in a society where skin colour stratification 

and racism are significant issues. On one hand, this paper seeks to look at how the participation of 

African footballers in the game in India reflects, affirms and reinforces the multiple systems of colour 

domination, and particularly how it extends the ideological hegemony imposed by colonialists and 

carried over to the post-colonial world. On the other, it aims to draw attention to how football becomes 

a site of identity contestations, and how the African football players have used available resources to 

shape their lives and adapt to the new environment, based on their agency, skills, and interests. 

ANDRIJAUSKAS, Konstantinas (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Manchuria’s Contemporary Soft Security Threats to the Central Government in Beijing 

Throughout China’s millennia-old imperial history, the region of Manchuria used to be a nearly 

constant threat to its hegemonic power position in Northeast Asia. The traditional homeland of the 

(semi-)nomadic Xianbei, Khitan and Jurchen peoples served as a staging ground for numerous 

conquests of the Han-dominated areas. The latter group in its modern ethnic Manchu and dynastic 

Qing form had even created the largest China-based state ever. However, due to decades-long central 

policies, the region has drastically changed its political, cultural and even economic identity. The so-

called Dongbei (Northeast) has emerged as the sum total of three provinces of Liaoning, Jilin, and 

Heilongjiang with a combined heavily Han-dominated population of a hundred million, and particular 

the role of “China’s rustbelt” due to the waning glory of once being the powerhouse of the People’s 
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Republic’s initial modernization drive. In the latter sense somewhat similar to Ukraine’s notorious 

Donbass, this region still contains several important and compact national minorities. Once a 

formidable hard security threat to China-proper, today the principal minorities possess various 

domestic and even transnational political agendas that might be viewed as softer threats with a varying 

potential of becoming hard. This paper is a comparative exploration of the main threats related to the 

three largest local national minorities: the Mongols, the Koreans, and obviously the Manchus. A 

comparative analysis of the sinification and migration patterns, as well as historical, cultural and 

administrative shifts, would hopefully allow to evaluate their threat potential to contemporary China’s 

national and Northeast Asia’s regional security. 

BEDNARCZYK, Adam (Nicolaus Copernicus University, Toruń, Poland) 

Geopoetics as a New Approach to Japanese Medieval Travel Accounts (kikō) 

The concept of geopoetics created by Kenneth White has opened up a new field of study for artists, 

scientists or philosophers. The subject and the methods applied in geopoetics as a scientific approach 

enable to explain interactions between literary work and geography, and seem especially useful in the 

analysis of texts on spaces and places. Geopoetics. Space and place in contemporary theories and 

literary practices (2014) by Elżbieta Rybicka distinguishes i.a. fundamental aspects within the 

geopoetical realm: 1. Poetological (involves traditional poetics issues which are examined with a 

geographical factor), 2. Geographical (deals with categories such as the map, the place, imagined 

geography), 3. Anthropological (applies to the experience and relations between subject and 

geographical space), and 4. Performative (touches upon the problem of performativity of literature 

with regard to geographic space). In Rybicka’s opinion the main method specific to geopoetics is 

cultural topoanalysis, which includes e.g. literary cartography or topographic hermeneutics. The aim 

of the paper is to discuss the geopoetical examination perspective in relation to the Japanese travel 

accounts of the Kamakura and Muromachi periods. As Paul Varley writes, “during the Heian period, 

few among the upper levels of Kyoto society aspired to travel into the provinces, and such travel was 

usually undertaken only when unavoidable. But with the coming of the medieval age there was a 

reaction against the overly urban-centred culture of Heian times, and poets and other man […], not 

content with just imaging what the famous sites looked like, set off on journeys to see them with their 

own eyes” (Japanese Culture, p. 87). Such journeys resulted in numerous travel diaries and accounts 

that provide unusually interesting but also important material for analysis. The paper will attempt to 

answer how can geopoetics be applied in the research of kikō, and how should the accounts be 

interpreted in the light of the new approach. 

BELAFATTI, Fabio (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

The ‘Nationalization’ of Historical Figures: The Construction of Nationalist Credentials Among the 

Post-Communist Elite in Tajikistan 

Since the mid-2000s, and especially with the decision to declare 2006 the “Year of the Aryan 

Civilization”, the Tajik regime has been trying to construct a national discourse based on the idea that 

the Tajik nation belongs to an ethno-cultural “Aryan” civilization that pre-dates and stands above the 

other ethnic groups in Central Asia in terms of prestige. Depending on the media used by the regime to 

project and construct it, the idea of a distinctive Aryan identity can be taken as a synonym for “Tajik”, 

or be used in a broader sense, overlapping either with the concept of “Persian” or with that of “Indo-

European”. 

Historians, archaeologists, and intellectuals have been mobilized by the regime to legitimize and 

strengthen this idea through a process of historical simplification that constructs funding myths such as 

the “Persian-ness” of the Samanid Empire (819-999), disregarding elements such as the bilingualism 

of such polity, or its history of clashes with other Persian dynasties such as the Saffarids. The purpose 

is to identify a distinctively Central Asian, non-Iran-centred, yet Persian “ancestor state”, capable of 

competing with the Timurid Empire (the reference point of neighbouring Uzbekistan) in terms of 
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prestige. The re-writing of history is then used to legitimize the claim to Samarqand and Bukhara as 

“Tajik cities”. While the cultural component dominates in the definition of Tajiks as “Aryan”, this 

paper argues that it is easy for an identity discourse, based on an idea of cultural superiority over the 

other civilizations of the region, to degenerate into a racial understanding of Tajik superiority. In any 

of its forms, it acquires an ethnic dimension that risks creating a gap between the Tajik-Persian-Indo-

European majority and the country’s Turkic ethnic minorities. 

This paper seeks to analyze the forms that this national ideology has assumed in contemporary 

Tajikistan, while addressing the questions of whether it has emerged purely as a result of post-Soviet 

ideological vacuum, as an alternative to religious-based identities, as an ideological “glue” to rally the 

country after the Civil War, or rather as a construction of an “unconscious” post-Colonial identity in a 

context where a debate over the colonial dimension of Soviet Tajik history has never really started. 

The paper uses previous scholarly literature (particularly Marlene Laruelle and John Heathershaw’s 

research on Tajik state ideology and state building) to assess Aryanist official publications and 

propaganda; it then carries out an iconographic analysis of the “ideologically-defined” urban 

landmarks in Dushanbe used for propaganda and the commemoration of historical figures; lastly, it 

presents the results of a quantitative research about the impact, penetration, and public acceptance of 

Aryanist ideas among a randomly-selected sample of Tajik citizens aged 18-35. 

BLANGA, Yehuda (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel) 

ISIS – A Passing Phenomenon or an Existing Entity 

For the past five years, Syria has been the scene of a bloody civil war, which has claimed more than 

250,000 victims to date. The first stage of the “Syrian Spring” began with peaceful demonstrations 

that took place in the outlying areas (most of them in the rural areas of southern Syria). However, after 

the Syrian military had been sent in to put down the demonstrators with an iron fist, the protests 

changed form and eventually evolved into a civil war. One aspect of the Syrian civil war is best 

described as a religious war of Muslims against non-Muslims and Islam against secularism. This civil 

war is being fought against a backdrop of a sectarian struggle within Islam—Shiites versus Sunnis. 

The purpose of this lecture is to review the aspect of the religious and sectarian Syrian civil war 

that relates to the “Islamic State in Iraq and al-Sham”. At the beginning, ISIS was an organization that 

evolved in Iraq and was affiliated with Al-Qaeda. Nevertheless, later it became much stronger than its 

creator and decided to establish a state in the territories that it conquered in Iraq and Syria. 

During this lecture, I will explain how ISIS is, in fact, an actual State. It has a political leadership 

alongside a well organized military wing. I will talk about how the “Islamic State” runs an extensive 

education system and holds administrative systems, as well as an organized justice system. I will also 

explain how ISIS demonstrates this independence through a solid economic system – it even has its 

own official currencies ring. 

BURÇER, Sibel (University of Latvia, Riga) 

The Problems in the Management of Mobility of Turkish Students Studying in Latvia 

The aim of this research is to study the most frequent obstacles that occur in the management of 

Turkish international mobile students who have spent a study visit at a Latvian higher education 

institution. The purpose of the study is to suggest future steps that should be taken in order to make 

Latvian universities more attractive for outgoing mobile students from Turkey. The research was 

conducted by using semi-structured interviews with the administrators of international relations 

departments at three Latvian higher education institutions. The results showed that the most common 

problem in this process is the lack of a sufficient level of English by the Turkish students. Other 

problems reported by the interviewees were the students’ inability to adapt to a different learning 

environment as well as other cultural barriers. 
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Keywords: International student mobility, ERASMUS, international relations department, University 

of Latvia, Turkish mobile students 

CHALAPATI, Supaporn (I-Shou University, Kaohsiung, Taiwan) 

Internationalizing Business Curriculum and Cultural Values: The Case of Vietnam 

This paper discusses the impacts of globalization and internationalization on Vietnamese economy and 

society since the introduction of Doi Moi, an economic reform in 1986 leading to higher education 

reform. Vietnam is striving to adjust to the pressures of economic globalization. Vietnam’s fast-paced 

economy has created a new competitive domestic market. Higher education systems have experienced 

significant changes due to the education reform at various sectors. A lack of highly skilled workers, 

including managerial skills due to the industrialization and modernization of the country, has been 

highlighted as one of the country’s major problems. It is believed that education is a vital tool in 

developing the full potential of the nation’s individuals. Universities are under pressure to develop 

relevant curricula required to meet the needs for ‘international professional’ in job demands, including 

the English communication skills of graduates. There have been a growing number of Vietnamese 

students being given the option of studying English-medium business degree programs offered by both 

local and international universities in Vietnam through the process of internationalization at home. The 

English-medium business programs, including teaching and learning approaches, are often perceived 

as a reflection of western cultures. Therefore, this paper argues that the local cultural and traditional 

values should be integrated into the growing English-medium business curriculum design, including 

teaching and learning practices in the cross-cultural educational context. 

CIUBRINSKAS, Vytis (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Challenging Assimilation: Reclaiming Heritage and Identity from Local Life-ways of the Descendants 

of the 19th Century Forced Migrants in Trans-Volga Russia and Kazakhstan 

Forced migration usually is immune, at least partly, to the processes of assimilation, but the politics of 

assimilation along with discrimination is still marked through all the histories of imperial states, 

including Czarist Russia, where such politics have been continued throughout the periods of state 

socialism (Burbank 2007) and left some ‘imperial debris’ (Stoler 2008) in the post-communist period. 

A major resource of resistance to assimilation comes from the politics of heritage and identity of 

the transnational migrants (re)discovering/reclaiming loyalties to ‘common descent’ – shared ethnic 

backgrounds or ‘common faith’. The ‘past’ appears as the most resourceful reference in the quest for 

‘authenticity’ and the essentialization of the cultural distinctiveness. 

This presentation is built upon the materials of the research project on collective memory and 

politics of identity among contemporary third–fourth generation descendants of the mid-nineteenth 

century Lithuanian deportees to the Trans-Volga borderland of Russia and Kazakhstan. 

We employ a category of ‘heritage’ that could be shaped as a culturally embedded ancestry myth or 

symbolic system (language, religion) but also as socially embedded trauma of home devastated by the 

imperial/colonial/communist regime. So in this case ‘heritage’ marks an emotional belonging to a 

particular immediate community of the past (traced by genealogy) and becomes a resource to 

challenge assimilation. 

We will try to answer the question how the imagining, emplacing and enacting of ‘own heritage‘ is 

shaped by the descendants of the forced migrants who for 150 years were socio-culturally embedded 

in the local, primarily Russian, and ethnically mixed life-styles and livelihoods of the Trans-Volga 

steppe area, and seem to be totally assimilated. However, the historical and contemporary enactment 

of the ethnic Lithuanian heritage and identity reveals patterns of anti-assimilationist. 

Set on the border separating the ‘civilized West’ from the wilderness of Kazakh step already from 

the early 1860s, deportees kept to their endogamous life ways by maintaining their own language, 

religion and marriage patterns, and not mixing with the locals but the local ethnic institutions – the 

Lithuanian Catholic church and school were brutally closed down during the communist regime, 
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which brought severe hardships (famine in early 1920s) and repressions, including the second 

deportation of the descendants to Eastern Kazakhstan and Siberia in the 1930s. 

It was only recently, after the end of the communist rule, that ethnic heritage became valorised and 

enacted again, this time through family reunions and strategies of recognition, i.e. the exhibition of the 

local Lithuanian village history installed at the local school museum and the Lithuanian Catholic 

Chapel opened in the early 2000s. 

The contemporary processes of heritization also consist of the family histories and the collective 

memories of the pioneer Lithuanians, traced as among the first to arrive into unpopulated steppes and 

revealing themselves industrious by starting successful lives here. Such heritage claims its re-

inscription and local ‘in-rooted-ness’ in this Eurasian region. Local Lithuanian identity is reclaimed 

through adhering to the Catholic religion and celebrating ethnic culture festivals through the staged 

performances at the local fairs of the Kremlin-style multiculturalist “diversity of nationalities”. 

Thus the heritization strategies of the descendants of the Lithuanian deportees both encounter the 

dominant discourse of the channelled assimilationist politics of the post-communist Russia and adhere 

to a multiculturalist order. The ethnic heritage (what is left after losing the language, endogamy and 

even the ethnic cuisine among the hyphenated and significantly assimilated descendants) basically 

consists of the valorisation of the past through a genealogical quest for kinship roots and also through 

the most important trait of cultural heritage – the Catholic religion. Local Lithuanian identity is 

enacted as the reclamation of local histories through collective memory and (ethno)cultural projects. 

DIBOU, Tanja (Tallinn University, Estonia)  

Syrian Alawites Youth Values and Identity in Syrian Civil War 

Adolescence is important as it is a crucial period for the construction of values and identities. 

Considering the turbulence the Syrian civil war is witnessing, the challenge for the Syrian youth is the 

construction of national identity that supports acceptance and warmth toward various sectarian 

identities and their values. For centuries Syria was known for its ethnic and religious pluralism; That 

was broken down in the current Syrian crisis. Thus it becomes necessary to investigate various youth 

identities and values in order to have a better understanding of their future in Syria. One of the most 

controversial themes is the identity of the Alawites, whose image is very often associated with a strong 

protection of the Assad regime and a fight against the Sunni hegemony. The crisis has made a certain 

impact on the formation of the young Alawites’ identity, but there is more. The Alawites’ theology has 

its origins in the ancient times, but they as a religious minority keep their true religious beliefs, which 

have many contradictions to true Islamic teaching, in secret. Therefore it is interesting to study what 

are the main values of the young Alawites that distinguish them from other young Muslims in the 

current Syrian society. From one point of view, the Alawites represent a religious minority in Syria, 

from another the perception of Syrian Alawites is highly controversially in the Muslim word, as not all 

Muslims think of Alawites as Muslims. 

The analysis is based on the portraying of the Alawites in the media, the historical texts, 

observations and interviews. The analysis explores the construction of the Alawites’ identity in the 

period of the civil war in Syria. The research shows the main values of the Alawites’ youth, their 

attitudes to Sunni Muslims, how open is the Syrian Alawite youth to inter-sectarian relations and what 

it means to be a young Alawite in the modern Syrian society. 

DIDVALIS, Linas (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania) 

The Role of National Self-interest Factors in Environmental Cooperation Among East Asian Countries 

East Asian countries face a number of international environmental problems, both of regional and 

global origin. Despite a growing consensus that environmental degradation is one of the most 

challenging soft security issues, East Asia is slow in developing comprehensive regional 

environmental regimes. At the same time, not all of the region’s countries are active supporters of 

initiatives for tackling global environmental problems. Such a situation requires a better understanding 
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of how East Asian countries treat environmental issues from the national security perspective and what 

calculations governments make when international cooperation is a necessary component in solving 

environmental problems. 

This research looks at the role of national self-interest factors in advancing environmental 

cooperation among East Asian countries. The research seeks to answer two main questions. First, what 

are the trends in the securitization of environmental challenges in China, Korea, and Japan? Second, in 

what ways are these environmental issues politicized in each country and why do some issues receive 

more support than others? The theoretical basis of the research is founded on the studies by Sprinz and 

Vaahtoranta (1994, 2002) that discuss the main factors in international environmental policy 

formulation. My research not only tests the assumptions made by the aforementioned authors but also 

contributes to the on-going discussion about the most important independent variables by providing 

new data from case studies in East Asia. 

DOLATKHAH, Sohrab (freelance researcher, Paris) 

Subordinate Clauses in Qashqay: Evidence for Typological Shift 

The aim of this paper is to show the evolution of subordinating strategies in Qashqay (a Turkic 

language of South Oghuz spoken in Iran), which has been in intensive contact with the Iranian 

languages, especially Persian and Lori, for several centuries. This evolution consists of a typological 

shift from a mainly prenominal (non-finite) subordinate clause to a postnominal (finite) one. Ki-based 

constructions using sometimes other Persian linking elements, such as the particle tä / ta and the 

enclitic =i, the marker of indefinite in Persian, are currently widespread in all Qashqay varieties and in 

the speech of speakers of all generations, though still exhibiting certain non-finite constructions, 

typical of Turkic, such as participial forms in relative clauses, and verbal nouns and converbial forms 

in other subordinate clauses (Dolatkhah 2012, 2016, Csato 2014), Qashqay seems to be in line with 

some other Irano-Turkic languages (Kıral 2000, Bulut 2005) in adapting finite subordinate 

constructions—typical of Iranian. Several studies provide evidence that this is an areal contact 

phenomenon involving several co-existing language families with different degrees of dominancy 

(Stilo 2008). Further observation of Qashqay through field works could provide data for the evaluation 

of the intensity and extent of this typological shift. 

References 

Bulut Christiane, 2005. Iranian Influences in Sonqor Turkic. In: Csató, Isaaksson. and Jahani, eds. 

Linguistic Convergence and Areal Diffusion, pp. 241-69. 

Csato, A. Eva. 2014. Turkic relatives revisited. Paper presented in the 17th International Conference 

on Turkish Linguistics (ICTL’17), Rouen, France. 

Dolatkhah, Sohrab, 2016. Grammaire qashqay: langue turcique de l’Iran. Charleston, SC : 

CreateSpace (an Amazon Company). 

Dolatkhah, Sohrab. 2012. Elements for a grammar of Kashkay. Unpublished doctoral dissertation. 

Paris : Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (EPHE). 

Kıral, Fılız (2000). Copied relative Constructions in Khalaj. In A. Göksel & C. Kerslake (Ed.), Studies 

in Turkish and Turkic languages: proceedings of the 9th International Conference on Turkish 

Linguistics, (p. 181-188). Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz. 

Lazard, Gilbert, 2006. Grammaire du Persan Contemporain, Institut Français de Recherche en Iran, 

Téhéran. 

Lewis, Geoffrey, 2000. Turkish Grammar, Oxford University Press, 2nd Edition. 

Stilo, Don. 2008. An introduction to the Araxes-Iran linguistic area. Presented at SOAS, December 

2008. http://www.soas.ac.uk/linguistics/events/deptseminars/02dec2008-an-introduction-to-

thearaxes-iranlinguistic-area.html 

  



35 
 

DRANSEIKA, Vilius (Vilnius University, Lithuania)  

Psychological Essentialism in Selecting the 14th Dalai Lama: One More Alternative Account 

Eye-witness reports indicate that the 14
th
 Dalai Lama was selected because when given a choice 

between several identical or similar objects (rosaries, canes, quilts), he chose the ones that belonged to 

the late 13
th
 Dalai Lama and also handled those objects in a distinctive fashion (Wangdu 1941; Gould 

1941). In a recent exchange (Bloom & Gelman 2008; White et al 2014) two alternative psychological 

accounts of the process of selecting the 14
th
 Dalai Lama were offered. Paul Bloom and Susan Gelman 

proposed that common-sense psychological essentialism as applied to objects could explain the 

selection process. Claire White and her colleagues, on the other hand, claimed that common-sense 

psychological essentialism as applied to personal identity is a better explanation. 

In this paper I present an alternative explanation. My claim is that attributing essentialization of 

personal identity to Buddhist bureaucrats is an uncharitable interpretation. It assumes “theological 

incorrectness” (Barrett 1998; Slone 2004) of the professionals where an alternative doctrinally 

acceptable interpretation is available. Namely, there is an alternative explanation that does not require 

the preservation of personal identity through reincarnation while still accepting preservation of 

contentful memory states. In Western philosophical terminology such states are called quasi-memories 

(Stalnaker 1970) – memories that do not presuppose personal identity between the current holder of 

those memories and the person who formed these memories. Assuming that there are detectable 

differences between the objects (either of usual or occult nature), nothing above the recognition of 

such quasi-memories is needed to account for the selection process. In particular, no assumption of 

personal identity. 

DUNAJEVS, Georgijs (University of Latvia, Riga) 

Wonderworkers of the West: Foreign Magicians in Chinese Sources from Han tillvSong 

Ever since the establishment of the Silk Road routes of commercial and cultural exchange, foreign 

peoples from all over Central Asia and the Indian subcontinent have had a substantial presence in 

China. Among them, as the Chinese sources tell us, there were many who were known for their 

magical and supernatural powers – from shape-shifting Buddhist monks to fire-breathing Hindu yogis 

and self-mutilating Zoroastrian priests. The stories, found in both fiction and non-fiction literature, 

appear in different contexts, such as the descriptions of religious rituals, medical operations or simply 

performances of street magic. What is most interesting, however, is that descriptions of foreign 

magical practices across different contexts and religious teachings are very similar and are not unlike 

the practices of China’s own Daoist method men and immortality seekers. 

This brief paper introduces the subject of foreign magical practices in China in the context of 

cultural and religious exchange between China and its Western neighbours. In the paper I will identify 

some general themes and terminology related to those practices, found in various types of written 

sources dating from Han to Song. I will also attempt to answer a string of questions, with the most 

important being: what are the possible connections between foreign and indigenous magical practices, 

and how did the stereotype of the “magical Westerner” influence the Chinese attitude towards 

foreigners and their religious beliefs. 

Keywords: foreigners in China, magic, magicians, Buddhism, Daoism, Hinduism, Zoroastrianism 

EMELIANOV, Vladimir (St-Petersburg State University, Russia) 

Religious and Philosophical Aspects of the Sumerian Proverbs 

Proverbs and sayings in the Sumerian language (Gordon, 1959; Alster 1997, Afanasjeva, 1997, 322-

323; Alster, 2005) constitute a very substantial part of the Sumerian literary texts. Nowadays we know 

more than 2,000 proverbs from 26 proverb collections, as well as dozens of proverbs from literary 

texts of different genres. Proverbs were written by teachers of scribal schools from the Old Sumerian 
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time (XXVII century BCE) and came from all ages of the Sumerian history. Proverbs were already 

studied from the perspective of poetics, language and style (Alster, 1996), the socio-historical content 

(Diakonoff, 1966), history of fauna (Foster, 2002). The aim of their fixation and the classification of 

proverbial formulae in them are still unknown (Taylor, 2005). However, no one in the Western or 

Russian science has tried to illuminate their religious and philosophical content. Meanwhile, all the 

components of the system of values, characteristic of the inhabitants of the Southern Mesopotamia at 

the end of III- millennium BC, could be extracted from the Sumerian proverbs. 

The paper examines the Sumerian proverbs about life, destiny, ME’s, seasons and months of the 

year, truth and falsehood, human relationship with a personal god, as well as the taboos on various 

actions. 

Category ME is known in the proverbs as having four meanings: a) brightness of fire, b) power, c) 

rites, d) office, position. The presence of ME provides the Universe with necessary rituals and 

principles, on the basis of which life is possible in itself. The concept of life is divided in proverbs to a) 

life in the human body, and b) life as an external process. A play on homonymous roots til3 ‘life’ and 

til3 ‘to end’ leads to an understanding of life as a process that is looking to end. The body life in the 

Sumerian proverbs proclaimed to be self-sufficient and the most significant value of the world. The 

worst punishment from gods is hunger, nuisance is wandering, and the greatest pleasure is beer (as 

product of sedentary life). Death was considered to be the lot of all mankind. The destiny of man was 

described in three main aspects: a) fate as the external thing (clothes, dog), b) fate as fortune, c) fate as 

mother's voice. In proverbs great importance is given to human personal qualities, especially to piety 

towards one’s personal god, dignity, truth, and wisdom. 

In the Sumerian proverbs one can find descriptions of actions that are prohibited by the gods. Utu 

forbids people from demonstrating their isolation and uncleanness, Ninurta does not like aggression, 

and Inanna does not accept an inappropriate display of emotions. The most disapproved act was 

considered to be a rich man's request for addition of his property. 

Among the Sumerian proverbs there are those associated with specific months and holidays of the 

Nippur calendar. The first is a boastful statement of a fox that urinated into the Tigris and caused a 

“flood of carp”, which means the coming of spring. The fox compares himself to the hero Ninurta, 

who released waters on the field after the victory over Asag. Another proverb deals with the 

regulations of fasting and purification during the 6th and 7th months of the Nippur calendar. 

The final part of the paper deals with the proverbs as ideas for literary texts that have a 

philosophical sense. Two proverbs concerning the Flood Story and the Epic of Gilgamesh are 

discussed. 
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ESPAK, Peeter (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

The Problems of the Genealogical Structures of the Early Sumerian Pantheon 

The paper discusses some of the most important questions about the Sumero-Akkadian early pantheon, 

and related to its structure, also the aspects of the creation mythology. The god lists SF 23 from Fāra 

show seven divine pairs headed by Enki and Ninki, followed by Enlil and Ninlil, then five en and nin 

pairs. 

A similar order is followed in the Abū Salābīkh list with slight variations in adding a pair en-an and 

nin-an. One of the points of discussion is to figure out the meaning of the primordial en pairs and their 

genealogical relations to the second and third generation of gods in the mythology and their relation to 

the god An. The concluding part of the paper tries to demonstrate the possible genealogical relations 

of gods and humans in the earliest known texts. 

FELFÖLDI, Szabolcs (University of Szeged, Hungary) 

Trade in Conventional Rut? Long-distance Trading Systems and Rivers 

The connection between rivers and trade is one of the basic elements of the research on 

commercialism. Most of the scholars think that rivers were the ”comfort zones” of trading systems. In 

their view rivers could ensure not just the easiest and literally the smoothest way of travelling but also 

of commerce. Under certain conditions this statement seems to be true, but in numerous cases we can 

detect just the opposite. That is why I presume that this is only a ”topos”. The aim of my lecture is to 

investigate the cases where rivers or river valleys are indeed very important scenes of trading and 

cases where merchants chose other routes for their commercial activities. In essence I deal with the 

region of the Silk Road from this point of view, but I will take account of other regions and long-

distance trading systems as well. 

FINK, Sebastian (University of Innsbruck, Austria) 

A Symphony of Destruction: Describing Disaster in Sumerian Lamentations 

Sumerian texts describing disaster from the victim’s perspective are known from the third millennium 

to the end of cuneiform writing. Their evolution goes hand in hand with texts describing destruction 

from the perspective of the winner, and we have numerous texts that describe in detail what was done 

in order to punish an enemy. Here I will concentrate on the language of destruction in lamentations 

and explore how the horrors of war are depicted in these lamentations. 

FINK, Sebastian (University of Innsbruck, Austria) 

Complex Genealogies in the Sumerian King List 

The Sumerian King List provides us with genealogical information concerning the “true” kings of 

Mesopotamia. The list combines historical and legendary kings like Gilgamesh and sometimes 

provides us with complex genealogies that do not follow the usual pattern “X was followed by his son 

Y”. In my lecture I want to examine these cases and use additional material, mainly inscriptions, to 

understand the claims made in the King List. 
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GAO, Jingyi (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Sinitic and Uralic Shared Etymologies with Rhyme Correspondences: On Finnish -anta, -iele, -uku 

and -ietä Rhymes 

The present study identifies 11 etymologies shared by the Sinitic and Uralic languages. All of these 11 

etymologies belong to four rhyme correspondences: (1) Finnish -anta ⇔ Mandarin -əˑn ⇔ Cantonese 

-ɐnˑ ⇔ … ⇔ Shijing 文 rhyme; (2) Finnish -iele ⇔ Mandarin -(ĭ)a̝ˑn ⇔ Cantonese -iˑn ⇔ ... ⇔ 

Shijing 元 rhyme; (3) Finnish -uku ⇔ Mandarin -uː ⇔ Cantonese -ʊk̚ˑ ⇔ ... ⇔ Shijing 屋 rhyme; (4) 

Finnish -ietä ⇔ Mandarin -ɤ̞ː ⇔ Cantonese -iˑt̚ ⇔ ... ⇔ Shijing月 rhyme. The regular sound 

correspondences validate the Sino-Uralic etymologies. The Sino-Uralic etymologies support the Sino-

Uralic affinity. 

GARALYTĖ, Kristina (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania) 

Dalits’ Suffering and Struggle: From Discrimination to Student Activism 

Recent Dalit (earlier known as untouchables) student activists‘ suicide in the University of Hyderabad 

and the wave of student protests in the aftermath of the tragic event show that Indian universities and 

the Indian state continue to be the locus of institutionalized caste discrimination and politization of the 

Dalit identity. The unfortunate incident also sheds light on an interesting link between the Dalit 

students’ social experience and student activism, the key question that this paper seeks to address. 

Based on an ethnographic research in New Delhi and Hyderabad universities, I explore the Dalit 

students‘ life stories and their suffering and struggle narratives. The terms are taken as emic categories 

that represent the Dalit students‘ experiences of caste discrimination and student activism. The Dalit 

students’ social experiences and their politics are mutually intertwined. Dalit politics are fed not only 

by social experiences but also the other way around: The Dalit students’ politics affect the way 

students perceive and experience the social world. In other words, there is an intimate link between the 

ways social reality is experienced and the Dalit political movement discourse that describes that reality. 

I argue that the ideological trope of the Dalit’s journey from suffering to struggle has become the 

prevalent narrative strategy shaping discourse and practice of the broader pan-Indian Dalit students’ 

movement. The paper will demonstrate how the suffering and struggle narratives are reproduced and 

contested by differently situated Dalit students, not only constructing unified Dalit experience but also 

revealing inherent fragmentations and tensions within the “imagined” Dalit students’ community. 

GERŠMAN, Helen (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Poetic Features of ʾUsāma ibn Lādin’s Speech of March 28, 2002 

The speeches of ʾUsāma ibn Lādin are famous for being in very good Arabic. I would say that they 

were not only composed in good Modern Standard Arabic but have features of Classical Arabic and 

furthermore reveal features of rhetoric as explained by ʿilm al-balāġa (‘the science of rhetoric’ of the 

classical period), rendering the texts almost poetic. Especially eloquent are his words of March 28, 

2002, a statement addressed to the Islamic Ummah concerning the peace initiative developed by the 

Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia at that time, ʿAbdallāh ibn ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz, with Israel. The science of 

rhetoric,ʿilm al-balāġa, developed in stages and became one of the philological disciplines (ʿilm al-

ʾadab) during the classical period. Rhetoric with its specific subdivisions crystallized in the 

encyclopaedical work of Abū Yaʿqūb Yūsuf as-Sakkākī (d. 1226 or 1229) Miftāḥ al-ʿUlūm(’The Key 

to the Sciences’). According to the treatise of as-Sakkākī ʿilm al-balāġa consists of three branches: 

ʿilm al-maʿānī (’notions’), dealing with different kinds of sentences and their use; ʿilm al-bayān 

(’modes of presentation’), art of expressing oneself eloquently and without ambiguity; ʿilm al-badīʿ 

(’embellishment of speech’) defines a large number of embellishments, decorative lexical and 

semantic features. The same division is applied on the aforementioned statement by ibn Lādin in the 

present rhetoric analysis. 
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The original statement appeared in the London based magazine al-Quds al-ʿArabī. Although many 

translations of ibn Lādin speeches circulate on the Internet, the quotations included in the analysis, 

together with the Koranic citations, have been newly translated by the author of the paper for the sake 

of presenting the rhetoric features as explicitly as possible. 

GREZSA, Bence (University of Szeged, Hungary) 

What Do the Colour Names Tell Us? The Case of Kazakh 

The linguistic research of colour names in different languages has recently become very popular. The 

research of colour names helps us to know the history and development of languages and also the 

culture and the mind of the native speakers. I study the colour names in Kazakh language with the 

method of historical linguistics. For my research I have collected a list of words from different Kazakh 

dictionaries. The list consists of more than five hundred words, which derive from colour names. In 

my presentation I first give a review of the linguistic studies of colour names, I then introduce the 

symbolic interpretation of the colours in Kazakh and later present the categories and the functions of 

words deriving from colour names. The compounds of Kazakh language are the focus of my research, 

as well as those, which contain colour names, and I study them mainly from the semantic point of 

view. In the case of the compounds, we frequently see a specific usage of the colour names forming a 

particular meaning of the new word, a specifically interesting semantic field in Kazakh language. 

References 

Bektaev, K. B. 1999. Ülken kazakša-orysša orysša-kazakša sözdik = Bol’šoj kazahsko-russkij russko-

kazahskij slovar’. Almaty. 

Berlin, B. – Kay, P. 1968. Basic colour terms. London. 

Kadaşeva, K. 1996. Kazak Medeniyeti’ndeki Semboller. In: Tural S. – Kılıç E. (eds.) Nevruz ve 

Renkler. Ankara. 49-54. 

Koç, K. 2003. Kazak Türkçesi Türkiye Tükčesi Sözlügü. Ankara. 

Küçük, S. 2010. Eski Türk Kültüründe Renk Kavramı. In: Bilgi 54. Türkistan. 185-210. 

Laude-Cirtautas, I. 1961. Der gebrauch der farbbezeichnungen in den türkdialekten. Wiesbaden. 

GRUNTOV, İlya (Russian Academy of Sciences) 

Mongolian Euphemisms and Taboo 

Linguistic taboo in Khalkha Mongolian euphemisms and taboo are very frequent phenomena cross-

linguistically. Tradition often prohibits calling special objects or actions by their real name in order to 

avoid bad consequences for speakers. Such prohibited words or expressions typically refer to the 

semantic fields of death, birth, pregnancy, sex, defecation and urination, hunting, illness, religion, 

special taboo for married women. During our study of euphemisms in Khalkha Mongolian, we came 

across a large stratum of such expressions. Apart from the semantic groups indicated above, it is worth 

mentioning special linguistic taboos concerning names of people and natural objects: One cannot call a 

child by name outside the house after sunset, one cannot call one’s namesake by name, it’s not 

recommended to name mountains and rivers you’re passing by because it can provoke their spirits 

(lus-savdag) to commit unfriendly actions. There are also specific names for uncommon meat (“meat 

of the high” for camel meat or “meat of the wild ass” for horse meat), special names for the bones and 

parts of an animal if one eats them in the open steppe. Lots of taboos are connected with children. 

HAJIMA, Agnese (University of Latvia, Riga) 

The Humour of Fearful and Filthy in Japanese Art: The Hell Scenes 

During this presentation the author will survey the historical development of the images of hell in 

Japanese visual art, their meaning and artistic methods paying particular attention to how the Japanese 

developed certain strategies for depicting fearful and filthy topics through the prism of humour. 
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JASKŪNAS, Valdas (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Stateless Orientalism: Bodies and Frameworks of Knowledge about India in Soviet Lithuania 

Asian studies as a constituent of Area Studies has constantly been framed by the discourse of a nation-

state both as an object of studies and the subject generating demand for such knowledge. In particular 

it holds true to the nation-state debate in Area Studies, which questions methodology as well as the 

organizational principles of Area Studies based on the concept of nation-state. However, the 

predominantly outward orientation of Western Asian studies preoccupied with post-colonial discourse 

has given less attention to frameworks and strategies of engagement with Asia from the perspective of 

non-colonial nations in Europe or those deprived of statehood and sovereignty through occupation, as 

was the case with the Baltic states in 1940. What is specific about the engagement with Asia in these 

stateless countries is that, instead of producing knowledge in the service of state, the local academies 

and especially cultural activists set out to appropriate Orientalist knowledge for the construction of 

national identity aimed to resist colonial regime. 

This presentation thus sets out to explore the case of engagement with India in the marginal zones 

of colonial formations, such as 20
th
 century Lithuania under Soviet occupation, by addressing the 

rather hybrid Orientalist tradition of imagining and knowledge of India, which gained currency in the 

society preoccupied with the reframing of national identity. The idea of Lithuania‘s links with India, 

modelled on the linguistic affinity between the Lithuanian language and Sanskrit established in the 

19
th
 century by comparative linguistics, contributed during the years of Soviet oppression not only to a 

long-term fascination with this country but also raised profound interest in ethnic Lithuanian culture, 

proving to be an effective and socially engaging framework of identity transmission. 

JASTROW, Otto (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Research on the Anatolian Arabic Dialects (qəltu dialects) – an Ongoing Story 

In an article from 1882/3 (!) Albert Socin described the closely related dialects of Mossul in Northern 

Iraq and Mardin in South-Eastern Turkey. Arabic dialectology, still in its early stages, could not 

properly appreciate the archaic character of Mardin Arabic nor put it in a typological context. Almost 

90 years later (from 1968-1970) the present author conducted extensive fieldwork in Mardin province, 

collecting new data on Mardin Arabic and the closely related Mḥallami dialects. The fieldwork led to 

the discovery of a number of different Arabic dialect groups in Mardin province and the neighbouring 

provinces of Siirt, Diyarbakir, Bitlis, and Muş. For all the Arabic dialects spoken in this area, the terms 

“Anatolian Arabic” or – alternatively – “qəltu dialects” came into usage. In the meantime a lot of data 

has been published and the typological relationship between the various groups has been discussed in 

a number of articles. As recently as in 2008 Shabo Talay discovered a new dialect in Sine in the north 

of Diyarbakir province that sheds new light on the relationship between Anatolian and Syrian Arabic. 

Finally, last year a new dialect in Muş province was discovered representing the most extreme 

divergence so far from the conservative Mardin type. Thus the research on Anatolian Arabic, started 

more than 130 years ago, presents itself as an on-going story. 

JAYANGAKULA, Kitti (Eastern Asia University, Pathum Thani, Thailand) 

The History of Human Rights Crisis in ASEAN Region 

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is in the process of transforming itself into an 

integrated economic, socio-cultural and political security community, the ASEAN Community. 

Human rights promotion and protection is one of the objectives of the ASEAN Community as 

stipulated in the ASEAN Charter. 

Human rights are known as fundamental rights for all human beings and are fully recognized by 

International Human Rights Conventions. Importantly, most of the countries around the world become 

parties to those conventions. However, being signatory parties to those Conventions cannot guarantee 
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the full respect, protection, and fulfilment of human rights of those states. The violations of human 

rights have become one of the society’s crises domestically, regionally, and internationally around the 

world until the present day. 

Human rights violation is historically one of the most significant problems facing the ASEAN 

region. A number of human right violations have manifested in this region since before the emergence 

of ASEAN. The root causes of human rights crisis in ASEAN region result from many causes and 

factors, in particular religious and racial diversity. In order to be a rule-based community of the 

ASEAN, all Member States have to comply with the ASEAN Charter to promote and protect human 

rights and fundamental freedom. The regional human rights body of the ASEAN will be added up for 

promoting and protecting of human rights and fundamental rights in the ASEAN region. 

To achieve this, the root causes as well as the factors of the prevalence of human rights violations 

in the ASEAN countries shall be reviewed and identified. The results of this study will make ASEAN 

concerned and aware of human rights, which is a key approach for being a rule-based community in 

promoting and protecting human rights and fundamental freedom in ASEAN in the near future. 

JOHANDI, Andreas & SAZONOV, Vladimir (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Who was the Perpetrator in Mesopotamian Divine Abandonment Texts? 

The divine abandonment motif is an ancient and widespread concept that appears in various genres of 

Mesopotamian written sources from the second half of the III millennium to I millennium BCE. The 

central idea behind this theological motif is the belief that evil deeds committed in the city cause the 

deity, under whose safekeeping the city lies, to abandon his/her dwelling and leave. The absence of the 

deity from the city ushers in a period when – due to the lack of divine care – chaos rules and various 

forms of atrocities take hold of the geographical area and its people. Subsequently the deity’s anger 

relents, he/she selects a new ruler for the city and returns to his/her temple, after which peace, order, 

and prosperity are restored to the city/land. In our poster presentation we deal with the initial sub-

motif of this more general “umbrella” motif of divine abandonment – the evil deeds committed in the 

city. On the basis of cuneiform sources in various genres, we examine who and on what grounds have 

been depicted as perpetrators in the Mesopotamian divine abandonment texts. We argue that at least in 

some cases this sub-motif was deliberately adjusted to meet the specific historical situation and the 

demands of the person under whose aegis the text was written. 

JUURIKAS, Margit (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Death and Mourning in Post-Fukushima Literature 

On March 11, 2011, a 9.0 magnitude earthquake struck the east coast of Japan. There were of course 

different kinds of reactions to this catastrophe. For example, similarly to the US terrorist attacks in 

2001, after which writers started to create compelling narratives of the atrocity and its causes that fed 

the Americans appetite for explanation (Baer 2002), one of the reactions to the 3/11 in Japan was also 

literary, offering a kind of “therapeutic way to heal a traumatised nation” (Gebhardt 2014: 8). 

Contemporary Japanese writers, treating literature as one possible way of mourning, have 

responded in a variety of ways since disaster struck on March 11. Despite the varieties of reactions, it 

is not surprising that one of the main themes for writers of shinsaigo bungaku or “post-Fukushima 

literature” (Kimura 2013) is death and/or grieving. 

Literature is definitely a privileged language that can give form to those spectres of existence that 

resist the traditional ontological boundaries of being and non-being, alive and dead. Literary 

treatments of death reveal much about individual writers and the culture within which those authors 

write. For me the most fascinating shinsaigo bungaku novel is Itõ Seikō`s Sōzō rajio (Imagination 

radio, 2013). As the protagonist of Seikō`s novel is a dead person or haunting ghost, I would like, 

using Derrida’s theory of hauntology, to discuss the possibility of literally “translating” the trauma of 

loss in a situation where there is no dead body left to mourn. Haunting is the mourning of a traumatic 
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event, a coming to terms with some horrible practice or occurrence. But will listening to the voice of a 

ghost alleviate the grief? Is the voice of death useful for a living person? 

JÜRIS, Frank (National Chengchi University, Taipei, Taiwan) 

Filial Piety in Xiaojing 孝經 and Liji 禮記 

The aim of this paper is to research the development of the concept of filial piety xiao 孝 in Warring 

States and early Han period by using critical analyses of the Confucian canonical texts Xiaojing 孝經 

and Liji’s 禮記 chapter Jiyi 祭義. This paper tries to provide answers to the following questions: 

1. Is it possible to trace a linear pattern of development from Lunyu 論語, Mengzi 孟子, Xunzi 荀子 

to Xiaojing and Liji? 

2. In which of the two texts – Xiaojing and Liji – is the concept of filial piety more mature in 

comparison with each other and former classics? 

3. Is it possible to affiliate the Xiaojing and Liji with different schools of Confucianism based on 

their understanding and usages of the concept of filial piety? 

Although this paper will be based on my Master’s thesis “The Emergence and Development of the 

Concept of Filial Piety in Pre-Imperial China”, it tries to approach the aforementioned questions from 

a new perspective by arguing that the concepts of filial piety in Xiaojing and Liji spring from the same 

era but are different due to their origin and affiliation with different Confucian schools. 

KARJATSE, Dana (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Identity Construction in Dāʿiš’s Propaganda Techniques: On the Example of Speeches by Caliph ʾAbū 

Bakr al-Baġdādī and the Official Spokesman ʾAbū Muḥammad al-ʿAdnānī 

When the Islamic radical organisation known as the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant proclaimed 

itself to be a caliphate in 2014, it signified a paradigm shift. The ideology that is spread with the help 

of its own media and propaganda department is, apart from attracting potential militants, also serving 

to shape the organisation’s self-image and its identity. 

As modern thinkers in social theory have stressed the fundamental importance of the ‘Other’ in the 

process of identity construction, it is crucial to acknowledge how Islamic State constructs the ‘Other’. 

Therefore, the main aim of the research is to clarify by which means and categories does Dāʿiš 

construct the ‘Other’. Within the framework of social construction and Otherness, the analysis also 

seeks to answer the question: who is positioned as the ‘Other’? The speeches which are going to be 

analysed in the current study are aimed at Dāʿiš’s militants and at the Islamic Ummah; one can 

therefore assume that the constructed ‘Other’ is a non-believer or an enemy. As the question is 

important in a larger scale, the research seeks to find a more explicit answer. 

KELLNER, Angelika (University of Innsbruck, Austria) 

The Sumerian Lamentation ‘The Screaming Cow’ (im.ma.al gu3.de2.de2). The Background, Textual 

Reconstruction and Transmission 

The types of Sumerian texts called Balaĝ(s) are named after the accompanying musical instruments 

used for the recital of these lamentations. They have been transmitted in cuneiform literature from the 

beginning of the Old Babylonian Period in the 19th century B.C. onwards until the end of the 

cuneiform script in the first century B.C. This presentation aims to put the Balaĝ ‘The Crying Cow’ 

into the general religious and literary context, thus painting a more nuanced picture of this specific 

genre in the Mesopotamian cuneiform literature. In the next step the basic methodology for the textual 

reconstruction will be shown, illustrating the reconstruction of the composite text by using various 

tablets and fragments. Due to newly gained insights the standard edition by Mark Cohen from 1988 

will be brought up to date. Additionally, this Balaĝ will be analyzed for its lexicographical importance: 
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Before the Old-Babylonian Period (c. 1800-1600 BCE), Sumerian had already ceased to exist as a 

spoken language, but these lamentations were written down in Sumerian nevertheless. Many tablets 

provide the Sumerian text with an additional translation into Akkadian, which was the spoken 

language at the time. The habit of non-verbatim translations and the possibility of multiple 

interpretations create methodological challenges to be overcome in the compilation of a dictionary. 

Furthermore, the recently established theory that literal works were mainly copied from memory will 

be discussed. Despite the limited number of texts the question whether there are any indicators for this 

scribal practice in the present Balaĝ shall be addressed. 

KHABTAGAEVA, Bayarma (University of Szeged, Hungary) 

Sayan Turkic Varieties in Central Asia 

The topic of the presentation is to give a brief introduction on the varieties of the Sayan Turkic group 

that belongs to the South Siberian Turkic branch. The Sayan Turkic group consists of Tuvan and its 

dialects, Tofan, the Soyot variety spoken in Buryatia, three varieties spoken in Mongolia – Altay 

Tuvan, Uyghur-Uryankhay, and Dukhan – and the variety spoken in China – Jungar Tuvan. From the 

Sayan Turkic group Tuvan and Tofan are standard languages with their own Cyrillic-based writing 

system. Tofan, however, has a rather low status in comparison with Tuvan. The other varieties can be 

classified as “highly endangered” Turkic languages. 

According to lifestyle and linguistic features, the Sayan Turkic languages divide into the Steppe 

and Taiga groups. The lifestyle of the Taiga group is characterized as reindeer-breeding and hunting, 

while the lifestyle of the Steppe group is based on livestock breeding of the Mongolian type. 

The presentation tries to shed light on the common linguistic features and differences among Sayan 

Turkic varieties. 
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KLEINHOFF, Ingrid (University of Latvia, Riga) 

Depiction of the Self and the Other by Three Generations of Arab Mahjar Writers: Orientalism, 

Occidentalism, or Both? 

Apparently, as a result of increasing interaction with Arab culture, Western readers become more and 

more interested in literature written by Arab authors, especially about Arabs who live in Western 

countries. It often happens that the readers regard these literary works as sources of information about 

Arab mentality, opinions, values, and ways of life, and are in particular looking for stories about the 

Western Self and Arab Other from the perspective of the latter. However, a considerable part of these 

works belongs to Arab emigration literature, also called Arab Mahjar, written not only in Arabic, but 

also in English and French. Now there are already three generations of Arab emigration writers, and 

some of the second and third generation writers appear integrated into the Western culture and even 
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claim that they do not know Arabic properly. In fact, it is not always clear to what culture and literary 

tradition do these works belong and what is the origin of values, stereotypes, prejudices, and mental 

constructs that they contain. Some authors exoticize the Western culture, while others apparently write 

for the Western audience, integrating orientalist imagery and ideas to strike a common chord with the 

readers; this happens even with their Arabic works, which they, maybe unconsciously, intend for 

translation. This study will explore how and for whom the Western and Arab worlds are depicted in 

Arab Mahjar literature, how much these writers are affected by Orientalism and Occidentalism, and 

what information about Arabs would a Western reader find in these works. 

KOORT, Katja (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Wandering Through the Landscape: The Way of Perceiving Space and Place in Guo Xi’s Linquan 

gaozhi 

According to one of most distinguished artists and theorists of the 11th-century China, Guo Xi, 

painted landscapes represent worlds that are accessible to the viewer, but the very idea of entering the 

painting is, at the same time, completely devoid of mystification. The painter believes that on a mental 

level a person is able to become part of the painted landscape exactly as the person belongs to the 

actual world. On the condition, of course, that the landscape has been painted perfectly. However, 

even amongst masterpieces he highlights landscapes which seem more real — “those in which you 

may live, and those through which you may wander” (ke ju ke you 可居可遊). One prerequisite for 

attaining perfection is the painter’s self-discipline and the right attitude; the second requirement is 

adherence to the technical rules of observation and representation, which are described with great 

attention by Guo in his treatise Lofty Appeal of Forests and Streams (Linquan gaozhi 林泉高致). 

This paper examines the method of landscape observation, as described by Guo Xi, in the attempt 

to determine the potential role of the Neo-Confucian worldview, which started to spread in the 

painter’s lifetime, in shaping his views. 

KOROBOV, Vladimir (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Some Reflections on Taxonomies in Abhidharmasamuccaya of Asanga 

The exposition of Abhidharma presented in Mahāyāna canon by a condensed treatise 

Abhidharmasamuccaya, written by Asanga, consist of various taxonomies. The Western academic 

tradition mainly understands this collection of taxonomies as a terminological vocabulary or lexicon of 

terms, topics, and definitions outlining a range of problems presented in sūtras. 

At the same time the Buddhist exegetical tradition holds all the taxonomies, included in 

Abhidharmasamuccaya in tote, the demonstration (ston pa) of “a perception of not-self” (anātman), 

“perception of suffering” (duḥkha) and “perception of impermanence” (anitya). According to 

Venerable Parṣva, Abhidharma “is the final, judgmental, absolute and non-erroneous prajñā” 

(Dhammajoti, 10). Again, according to Vasubandhu: “Abhidharma is so called because it sustains its 

own characteristic. This dharma faces (abhi) toward the dharma in the highest sense, i.e., nirvāṇa, or 

toward the characteristics of dharma-s, thus it is abhidharma” (Dhammajoti, 11). 

If these functions (to sustain its own characteristic, to demonstrate anātman, to be the final prajñā, 

etc.) are placed under the text of Abhidharmasamuccaya (as a backing representing an aim, or a value, 

artha), then there must be some traces of this artha on “the surface” of the text, within taxonomies, 

and between various taxonomies. 

To answer the question of how the anātman, anitya and duḥkha may demonstrate themselves at 

text level, I would like to examine in my presentation the several taxonomies from the 

Abhidharmasamuccaya, which probably may be connected to this demonstration. 

Reference 

Dhammajoti, KL: Sarvāstivāda Abhidharma. 3rd edition. Hong Kong, 2007. 

  



45 
 

KOUTCHOUKALI, Imar (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

What the Grammatical Features in the 1001 Nights Tell Us about the History of Arabic 

For my Master’s thesis I will analyze the register of Arabic known as „Middle Arabic“ as it occurs in 

the classic Arabian epos „One Thousand and One Nights“. The history of the Arabic language is 

marked by an interaction of two different language registers: on one hand the classical language, used 

mostly in writing, and on the other the spoken varieties. 

Although the notion that the spoken variants of Arabic are incorrectly acquired variations of 

classical Arabic has been rejected by most serious linguists, the interaction between the two remains a 

subject which can continue to provide us with information on the history of Arabic in general. By 

critically analyzing various grammatical elements – such as clitics, pronouns, etc. – it would be 

possible to draw up a grammatical overview of shared stable features of the classical and spoken 

varieties of Arabic as they existed in the early Islamic period (ca. 800 CE). 

KOVÁCS, Szilvia (University of Szeged, Hungary) 

Christian Missions in the Chagataid Ulus 

The Franciscans or the Order of Minor (Ordo Fratrum Minorum), formed in the 13th century, played a 

significant role in the history of Papacy in the 13–14
th
 centuries. The Popes of this period regularly 

entrusted friars with diplomatic tasks. In addition, the most important duty of the Franciscans 

corresponding with the intention of the Papacy was to spread Christianity in territories which were 

regarded paganist from the point of view of the Christian World. 

Like the Franciscans, the Mongol Empire was created in the 13th century. After its founder 

Genghis Khan died (1227), the empire was divided among his four sons from his first wife – 

regardless of whether it was already part of the empire or yet to be conquered. The biggest part of the 

territories in Central Asia (from the Tarim Basin to the Amu Darya) was ruled by the second son, 

Chagatay. It is well known that the Chagatay ulus such as the Golden Horde (the heritage of Jochi) 

and Ilkhanate (the ulus of Hülegü, the son of Genghis’ fourth son) embraced Islam. However, in the 

second half of the 13th century and the first half of the 14th century, the Popes hoped that the Mongol 

Empire and its successor states could be Christianized by the efforts of missionaries. Thus, a number 

of Franciscan and Dominican friars took the road to the Mongols. In my presentation I will discuss the 

missionary activities of the Franciscan friars in the territory of the Chagatay ulus (i.e. Paschalis de 

Vitoria, Odoric de Pordenone) based on Franciscan sources (i.e. letters, itineraries). 

KRAUSHAAR, Frank (University of Latvia, Riga) 

Literary Tradition as “Alternative View” in the PRC and Taiwan 

For almost a century tensions between “modernity” and “tradition” have produced a dynamic but 

unsteady transformation of cultural life in East Asia, with imperial China’s literary culture at the core 

of what used to be either disregarded or praised as “Eastern tradition”. Western academic discourse on 

East Asian culture has been strongly affected by this until today; especially sinologists struggle to 

overcome the gap between “classical” and “modern” studies created by their own institutional politics 

for decades. 

In the meanwhile voices from both East Asia and the West increasingly challenge the paradigm of 

the 20th century that likens “tradition” to historic and “modernity” to contemporary times. Xiaofei 

Tian wonders whether ”perhaps the time has come, as a number of Chinese scholars begin to realize, 

for a different sort of history of modern Chinese poetry, one that incorporates both new-style and old-

style poetry.” (Tian 2009). I will go a step further and question in general the relevance of the historic 

method with regard to modern-age literary life. Instead of setting a historic frame, I will rather select 

some striking adaptations to present the multifaceted spiritedness of literary tradition in contemporary 

Taiwanese and PRC art-scenes. 
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Among the examples to be discussed will be the Taiwanese modern-dance group’s雲門 (“Cloud 

Gate”) adaptations of the “Nine Songs”, a famous chapter of the “Songs of the South “ 楚辭 (4th cent. 

BCE), some works of the Shanghai artist Yang Yongliang (born 1982) referring to the traditional Qu 

Yuan (340 – 278 BCE) iconography, contemporary poetry in Lüshi-style and an edition of modern 

Taiwanese seal art using modelled on selected Tang verse. 

I will develop the term “alternative view” out of a discourse of cultural politics in and between the 

two Chinas during the lecture. 

KUCIAK, Jakub (University of Jagiellonia, Kraków, Poland) 

Myth and Genealogy in Service of Politics on Example of Euripides’ Tragedy Ion 

The author analyzes the Euripidean tragedy Ion. In this article an attempt is made to explain some 

important elements, such as the date when the play could have been staged and the political situation 

in Athens in that time. The essential questions were the mythical and genealogical innovations in this 

tragedy. The author looks for sources of these innovations and their influence on the propaganda 

meaning of Ion. Regarding the problem of the date when the tragedy was staged, there are some 

additional methodological remarks. Very helpful in that chapter were the auxiliary sources, such as 

another literary sources and epigraphical sources. 

KULMAR, Tarmo (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

On a Possible Characteristic of the Governing System of Pharaoh Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten) 

The article explores the relationship between the religious reform of Pharaoh Amenhotep IV 

(Akhenaten) of the New Kingdom of Ancient Egypt and changes in the government system. The 

analysis, which is based on historical data and relies on the diagram of the concept of the early 

totalitarian state by the author, reveals that Akhenaten’s governing system (almost) entirely 

corresponds to that of an early totalitarian state in terms of historical-political causes and factors of 

ideology, partly in terms of administrative and legislative system, and only a few features of early 

totalitarianism could be found in the economy and the social order. Akhenaten’s foreign politics reveal 

no features of early totalitarianism. It can be concluded, quite confidently, that Pharaoh Amenhotep IV 

(Akhenaten) was moving towards the early totalitarian rule of government, and it is possible that 

Akhenaten’s experiment was one of the first known attempts to create an early totalitarian state in the 

history of mankind. 

Key words: Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten), earliest totalitarianism, ideology, monotheism, New 

Kingdom of Ancient Egypt, religion, state power 

KUMPIS, Arvydas (Vytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania) 

Ethnic Minority as a Threat to National Security: The Case of Koreans in Japan 

Discussions about ethnic minorities as a threat to national security are recently being extensively 

escalated. (Zainichi) Koreans in Japan is the largest ethnic minority in the country. Pro-North Korea 

Zainichi Koreans have already been presented sporadically in this context. Nevertheless, bearing in 

mind their troubled identity, a more thorough discussion is required, taking in account all of the 

Koreans in Japan. This presentation provides a theoretical approach implementing the framework of 

threats to national security by Rex Brynen for an upcoming empirical research. 
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KÕIV, Mait (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

The Genealogies of Ancient Argos: Between the Interests of the Present and the Traditions 

Concerning Epic Past 

Argolis in the Peloponnese (Southern Greece) was in many respects a crucial district for the Ancient 

Greek history. As a most developed region of the Bronze Age Mycenaean civilisation (ca 1600–1100 

BCE), the place of the monumental citadels of Mycenae and Tiryns, it became afterwards the focus of 

the heroic traditions to which the communities and elite families of the later periods sought to establish 

genealogical connections. In the Archaic and Classical periods (ca 800–330 BCE), the district was 

dominated by the polis of Argos that occasionally competed with Sparta for hegemony in the whole 

Peloponnese, while Mycenae and Tiryns continued to function as the centres of secondary importance. 

This caused a competition for the past, as different communities forged genealogical connections with 

the heroic past, shaping the traditions in their own political interests. The situation was further 

complicated by the circumstance that the royal dynasty of Macedonia claimed descent from Heracles 

and forged a genealogical link with the stemma of the Argive kings, the reputed descendants of the 

hero. The present paper considers how these legendary and half-legendary genealogies were 

manipulated in the often conflicting interests of different communities, and how this manipulation 

affected the development of the legendary and quasi-historical traditions. 

KÄSNAPUU, Karl (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Applying Near-death Study Tool on the Tibetan Book of the Dead 

The research of near-death experiences has been in rise already for four consecutive decades. 

Researchers gather more and more data of different subjective experiences. Nowadays people even 

have an opportunity to report their NDEs anonymously over the internet. 

Many investigators in the field (starting already from Raymond Moody, Elizabeth Kübler-Ross etc.) 

have noted that the contents of the reports of NDEs quite frequently include similarities with the 

contents of the well known Tibetan piece of sacred literature – the “Tibetan Book of the Dead” 

(originally labelled “Bardo Thodol”, 8
th
 c. CE). 

To put that claim to the test and to evaluate to what extent the claim can hold – the Near-Death 

Study Tool – the Greyson NDE Scale was applied on the text of Bardo Thodol. Bruce Greyson’s NDE 

Scale was used because it is widely known and has been used in a considerable amount of cases to 

give quantitative measures of the NDE and its components. 

Using a method of directed content analysis, the Greyson NDE Scale was applied on the text of the 

Bardo Thodol. Despite the unusual approach, the aim of the study is well mounted in its inclination to 

firstly fixate and evaluate the concurrent elements in these two narratives based on those quite 

different sources. 

As the results encompassed strong representation of NDE elements in the narrative of Bardo 

Thodol, it has potential for further imagination. Can a claim be made that sufficiently mounted 

motivation for further studies is demonstrated? Possibilities and dangers? Pros and cons? 

LAIVERIK, Triin (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Women’s Involvement in the Martyrdom Operations of the Middle-Eastern Islamist Groups in the 20th 

and 21th century 

The MA thesis analyses women’s involvement in the Middle-Eastern Islamist groups in the 20th-21st 

century with the aim to analyze and compare the status of female members of these groups with the 

status of male co-fighters. The thesis raises a variety of issues, including: The reasons why women 

were involved in the military activities; what are their tasks in these groups; whether the inclusion of 

women has come from their own desire; whether female suicide bombers are carrying out their tasks 

voluntarily or is it a consequence of manipulation/threats. 
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Women’s participation in military operations is a relatively new phenomenon. Traditionally, in 

Middle East, women’s role in military actions has been seen as raising sons who can fight. With the 

raise of non-governmental groups who are implementing non-conventional strategies to succeed in 

their objectives, women’s participation in military operations has become a topical matter. Many of 

such groups have begun to recruit women and involve them in various tasks, including martyrdom 

operations. There are several aims for recruiting female combatants, including facilitating easier 

passage through checkpoints (Palestine) or getting a psychological advantage when the enemy is 

afraid of dying through a woman’s hand and losing martyr status (the Kurds). 

LANG, Martin (University of Innsbruck, Austria) 

How to Lament Appropriately: Correct Ritual Acting and Correct Lexicography 

The literary tradition of Ancient Babylonia contains a lot of liturgical texts which were handed down 

in written form from the early 2
nd

 mill. BCE to the end of cuneiform writing. Many of these texts were 

to be performed by priests at certain liminal situations, like e.g. the re-building of temples or eclipses 

in order to avoid divine anger possibly caused or accompanied by the respective actions and situations. 

These texts, or rather songs, are composed in Emesal (“fine language”, women’s language), a peculiar 

sociolect of Sumerian. In the first millennium these texts were often written down together with an 

Akkadian translation. These translations are most helpful for lexicographical purposes because they 

serve for a better understanding of Sumerian as an isolated language. So far so good, but there is one 

problem: The Akkadian translations of the Sumerian often correspond and mirror a verbal rendering of 

the Sumerian text, but sometimes they do not. The “translations” try to seek other hidden, “cabbalistic” 

meanings in the canonical Sumerian texts. This was a challenge for the ancient specialists and it is a 

challenge for modern lexicographers as well. 

LEMAN, Yana (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow) 

“Moon Cuckoo” of Danzanravjaa and Mongolian Theater 

Danzanravjaa is a Mongolian lama of the XIX century, who opened a few new pages in Mongolian 

culture. He is considered to be one of the first Mongolian lyric poets, initiating amorous poetry and 

bringing authorial principle to canonical Buddhist literature. The “Moon Cuckoo” (Saran khökhöö) is 

the first Mongolian drama based on the work of a Tibetan monk Tagphu Lobsang Tenpe Gyeltshen, 

“The Tale of the Moon Cuckoo” (mgrin sngon zla ba’i rtogs brjod), a story about an Indian prince 

who was robbed of his human body by virtue of karma and lived in a bird’s body preaching the 

teaching of Buddha to people and animals. This drama marks the beginning of theatre in Mongolia. It 

used the traditions of theatre in Tibet and China, adapting them at the same time to peculiar national 

features. This led to the creation of a special performance, seemingly a synthesis of Buddhist sermon, 

opera, and show. It was also a platform for using and developing Mongolian national applied arts. 

LEONTJEVA, Lidia (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Iranian Shia Clerical Ideology Spread Methods: Language and Rhetorics 

Shiite Islam gives a special place to its clerics and demands blind obedience to their rulings on 

religious law and practices. It is not just the religion of state but also forms the framework for the 

theocracy. The contemporary Shiite revival has given Iran influence in the Muslim world, especially 

among other Shiite communities in the Arab world and South Asia, and challenges the Sunni secular 

nationalists and traditional monarchies. The current presentation aims to examine the influence of Shia 

ideology within Islam and focuses on the Iranian Shia clerical ideology methods. 

In the following study ideology is defined according to Teun A. van Dijk as the foundation of the 

social representations shared by a social group. This presentation examines to some chronological 

esteem the historical, political and cultural roots of religious processes which have produced 
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dramatically important changes in the region. In the frames of this project, traces of hidden and direct 

methods of spreading Iranian Shia ideology in the area of “Shiite crescent” will be examined. 

Particular attention in propoganda is given to language and rhetorics as methods of positive self-

presentation. For this purpose there will be several examples of language as a spreading method for 

ideology taken from a number of various media sources and then examined, translated and analyzed 

(for example, the Iranian international broadcasting channel “Press Tv”). 

LI, Jianqiang (Renmin University of China) 

On the pronunciation of Sanskrit akṣara jña based on the transcriptional material of Hṛdaya sūtra and 

others 

In the common text books of Sanskrit, the instructions of akṣara jña are not unanimous. By the proofs 

of the Sanskrit-Chinese transcription, the akṣara jña were pronounced as [ɡȵa], [dȵa] no later than 10 

century CE, and as [ɡja] no later than the Liao and Song eras. Furthermore, the akṣara jña can also be 

pronounced as [ʥȵa] and [ȵa]. The proofs of the last two pronunciations existed earlier than the 

former three. The common textbooks of Sanskrit ignored the last two pronunciations probably because 

no consideration was given to the historical origins. 

LIIDERS, Lauri (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

The Naturalized Concept of Karma in Contemporary Buddhism 

The traditional Buddhist sense of self considers personal identity to be in a constant flux of karmic 

conditioning, wherein the individual consciousness shall switch between many modes of being over 

several lifetimes according to personal karma, which is intrinsically linked with rebirth. This approach 

no doubt differs from Western cultural assumptions regarding the self and personal identity. These 

tend to be composed by different and often conflicting strands influenced by many different schools of 

thought: the Judeo-Christian worldview, Western philosophy, psychology, biology, neurosciences etc. 

This in turn has caused several contemporary Buddhist authors to re-evaluate traditional concepts of 

rebirth, karma, and the self. This paper tries to give a short introduction into the trend towards 

naturalized or de-mythicized concept of Buddhist karma and the possibilities of altering the link 

between karma and rebirth in the context of those naturalized interpretations. 

LÄÄNEMETS, Märt (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

On the Meaning of satipaṭṭhāna in the Satipaṭṭhāna-sutta: Some Non-Standard Observations 

Satipaṭṭhāna-sutta (SP) is popularly considered as a standard textbook of Buddhist meditation. The 

four satipaṭṭhānas or ‘establishments of mindfulness’ described in it are taken as special kinds of 

meditation practices focusing on the contemplation of body, sensations, mind, and dharmas or 

theoretical issues of Buddha’s teaching. The key word of the discourse is sati/smṛti, often translated in 

the context of SP as ‘mindfulness’. Traditionally, practice of mindfulness is said to be the basis of 

vipassanā or ‘insight meditation’. 

In this paper I offer a slightly different view of the term satipaṭṭhāna and its possible usage in the 

text. The original meaning of the word sati/smṛti is ‘memory, remembrance, recollection, thinking of 

or upon’ and that of upaṭṭhāna/upasthāna – ‘going near to, approach, access, standing near, presence 

etc.’ The compound then should be understood as ‘access through remembrance’ or ‘being near or 

present in remembering’. Thus, on the basis of the original or common meaning of the word and the 

manner how this compound is used in the text, it seems to me that satipaṭṭhāna is not meant there as a 

technical term of meditative practice but rather as a common descriptive word expressing the meaning 

‘what should be remembered’ or ‘what one should permanently think of or bear in mind’. The matter 

of first importance is not the satipaṭṭhāna itself but the objects, the content of satipaṭṭhāna, i.e. body 

and its elements and movements, feelings or sensations, mind, and dharmas. Those four are the main 
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categories of Buddhist training and education towards attaining nirvāṇa. The important technical term 

meaning the mental action or effort necessary to be applied in the learning and training process is, 

however, anupassanā ‘observing, reflecting upon’. 

MAHMUDOVA, Aynura (Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences) 

The Role of Interpretation of Fuzuli’s Texts in the Formation and Development of his Literary School 

In each period since the founding of the literary school of Fuzuli, his literary school subjected to 

special features of approach and attitude. As a result the literary school of Fuzuli has different specific 

features during each period of its development. In order to demonstrate the relationship of each 

century to the work of the poet, the followers went with the flow of time. The single stream of each era 

has created various stages of Fuzuli`s literary school. Therefore, there is a need to clarify the position 

of readers of Fuzuli and in this way the position of the era. In this paper we study the role of the 

interpretation of Fuzuli’s texts in the formation and development of the poet`s literary school. 

Among the reasons for the longevity of most of Fuzuli’s literature is the resonance created by him, 

a trace left in the mind of readers and in literary history. The study of these interactions partially 

alleviates the theoretical problems of the poet’s literary school. The literary texts of Fuzuli were 

conceptualized differently during different periods and among the different layers of readers, and were 

influenced accordingly. Sometimes it does not coincide with the original intention of the poet, and 

sometimes the opinion of the reader approaches close to it in the interpretation of texts of 

multivariance Fuzuli. The existence of different interpretations of texts of Fuzuli is related to it. 

In Azerbaijan literature the role of interpretations of Fuzuli`s texts in the formation and 

development of his literary school is one of the unstudied questions. Overall, the study of literary texts 

of Fuzuli by the hermeneutical method is a new direction. 

The article can be a useful resource for professionals who study general questions of literary 

criticism, creativity and the literary school of Fuzuli. 

Keywords: interpretation, literary school, text, reader 

MANN, Yossi (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel) 

The Saudi Arabia’s New Oil Policy 

During 2015 the oil market experienced an extreme fluctuation. This fluctuation reflects the 

uncertainty that currently exists in the oil industry. It is an industry truism among policy makers, 

researchers and consumers alike that the price of oil represents the interests and needs of the “oil 

states”, the members of OPEC, and especially those member states from the Middle-East. The OPEC 

members share the notion that low oil prices are detrimental to all member states. Therefore, it is 

expected of them to cooperate and decrease pumping rate in order to once again increase the price of 

oil. The United States is closer than ever before to energy independence. Geopolitical events are 

moulding the oil markets. This lecture wishes to refute these presumptions and claim that they are no 

longer valid as a tool for analyzing the oil market and hence are found to be irrelevant in the post-

“Arab Spring” era. 

In their place we seek to present new assumptions. The price of oil that is assumed to be a true 

budget indicator for OPEC member states, especially for the budgets of Saudi-Arabia, Iran, Iraq, 

Kuwait, and Libya, is no longer relevant. The price of oil does not reflect the interests and needs of the 

OPEC members. OPEC’s influence on the actual price is very limited. The old way of cooperation 

among member states is gone; in its place a new “only the strong survive” rivalry has emerged. The 

United States is not expected to achieve real energy independence in the near future. At an age of 

sophisticated free markets, the true influence of geopolitical events, excluding a rare “clear and present 

danger” kind of threat on the oil market, are limited in their effect. 
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MASTRANGELO, Carmela (Sapienza Università di Roma, Italy) 

Sanskrit and Pāli Grammatical Traditions: Influence and Interaction Between South-India and Ceylon 

This paper aims to cast light upon the tradition in Sanskrit grammar (vyākaraṇa) spread locally in 

Southern India between the 9th and the 12th c. AD. More specifically, it deals with a prakriyā work — 

i.e. work which provides examples of word formation in order to comment on Pāṇinian sūtras — 

called Rūpāvatāra. It also focuses on the basic grammar manuals referring to the two schools of Pāli-

vyākaraṇa — founded by Kāccayana and Mogallāna respectively — that were used in nearby Ceylon 

around the 12
th
 c. CE. Through the comparison of these Sanskrit and Pāli texts widely circulating at 

that time in the Southern area, the main aim of this presentation is to identify some Buddhist features 

in Sanskrit grammatical works as well as to find a possible Buddhist influence on the purely 

Brahmanical vyākaraṇa tradition. 

MAZO, Olga (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow, Russia) 

Mongolian Wrestlers in Folklore Narratives 

Mongolian wrestling (böh barildah), together with riding and archery, is one of the most popular and 

important sports in Mongolia. During our expeditions to Mongolia and Inner Mongolia (China) in 

2006-2015, we collected a lot of narratives about legendary and real wrestlers. According to the data 

in many regions wrestles are supposed to have a special type of chest lacking interribs intervals, and 

after their death wolves can foster their cubs there. In many Mongolian regions people believe that if 

someone steals the wrestler’s bones and brings them to his homeland, good wrestlers would born there 

and not in the place where the wrestler lived. So bones can be considered to be the container of the 

wrestler’s inner power (hijmor). The wrestler’s cloth is also a container of hijmor. The wrestlers don’t 

put their clothes on the ground before the competition as the cloth can be stolen in order to obtain the 

wrestler’s power, or a famous wrestler can give his cloth to a younger wrestler to help him win. The 

wrestler’s power can also be present in the wrestler’s tree and in the big stones set in place by them. 

The tree called ‘böh mod’ grows on the border of Arkhangai and Bayankhongor aimags and is the 

object of worship of wrestlers from both aimags. The other popular motive is the wrestler’s offence. 

The structure of the narrative is the following: A famous wrestler is offended by his neighbours, he 

curses them and no good wrestlers are born in that place. So the wrestler’s power can not only be 

obtained or lost by means of his bones or clothes, but the wrestler himself can share it. 

MICHALSKI, Marcin (Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland) 

Recapturing the Self: Arabs and Islam in Contemporary Arabic Translations of European Literature 

This paper analyzes how terms and expressions relating to the Arab world and Islam in selected works 

of European literature are transformed in their Arabic translations published in the last half century. In 

translation into Arabic, the language of a predominantly Islamic culture, elements such as the terms 

naming Arabs as a people or Muslims as a religious community, the name of Muhammad as the 

Prophet of Islam, etcetera, cease to be foreign and exotic and become local and familiar. However, 

these elements are not always simply returned to their native culture if the original text represents 

them in a negative, Eurocentric way, which can even be considered blasphemous by Muslims if 

religious content is involved. They are then subject to more or less significant transformations that 

involve judgement and are ideologically motivated. Instead of restitution to the native culture, one is 

rather faced here with a kind of annexation of texts which consists in that the negatively portrayed 

‘Other’ is replaced by a positively, or at least neutrally, represented ‘We’. Such annexationist 

manipulations may be explicit (signalled in the footnotes) or tacit. In extreme cases anti-Islamic 

passages become sympathetic towards Islam when translated into Arabic. In this way the authors of 

Arabic translations liberate the texts from the dominating Western perspective and adapt them to their 

own vision of the world. What seems to be manipulation and censorship from the ‘Western’ point of 
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view may be perceived in an entirely different manner inside the Arabo-Islamic culture, e.g. as 

correction of obvious factual errors. 

MÖLDER, Holger (Tallinn University of Technology, Estonia) 

The Narrative of Islamic State and the Lemmas of Middle Eastern Security Environment 

The emergence of the Islamic State (IS) in the Middle Eastern regional security environment had a 

significant impact on the global international system. The creation narrative of the Islamic State is 

based on the legacy of the (Islamic) Caliphate established in the 7th century. The Islamic State 

considers itself as the true successor of the Caliphate that was abandoned in 1925 when Hussein bin 

Ali, the Mecca Sharif, renounced his title after the Nejd invasion to Hejas and the latter was 

incorporated into the domain of Saudi dynasty of Nejd, which soon developed into Saudi Arabia. The 

Sunni tradition has been non-hierarchical as it does not draw clear lineages to the legacy of Prophet 

Muhammad and any representative of Islamic community (Ummah) can pretend to the throne of 

Caliph. 

The Islamic State is a new type of international actor, which shows neither a traditional model of 

modern state nor a typical terrorist network with restricted political goals. Based on the historical 

narrative of the Caliphate, it claims authority over the entire Islamic world, and through its affiliated 

organizations, IS controls territories in the Middle East and North Africa. The emergence of a new 

type of actor makes the political situation in the Middle East more complicated. The Islamic State 

carries out several functions by which it can be described as an independent territorial unit – a state, 

which makes it different from many other terrorist or extremist networks which do not aim to change 

the existing system of nation-states in the region. However, the Islamic State does not follow the 

norms of the international system, and any other state will hardly ever recognize them as a part of 

international system capable of any kind of relations other than war. Also, the ambition of the Islamic 

State is to spread to the territories of other states and to change the political landscape of the region. 

After the Second World War the development of Middle-Eastern political environment was similar 

to processes in Europe in the 19
th
 century. The rise of secular Arab nationalism and trends of Arab 

unification were political processes that characterized the period. The Cold War system started with 

the Arab and Israeli confrontation, where the former intended to attract the Soviet Union and the latter 

leaned with the United States, which became a major ally of Israel. The big change occurred in 1979, 

when the religious Islamic identity gradually started to replace the national identity in the Arab 

societies. Two major events supported this trend: First the Islamic revolution of Iran, which promoted 

the Shia consolidation, and the Afghanistan war, which fostered the Sunni consolidation. A credible 

solution for the Israel-Palestine dispute is still missing. Despite the prosperous start in the 1990s, the 

Oslo Peace Process finds itself in a stalemate, which has also strengthened the positions of Islamic 

extremists. 

The involvement of the international community in the crisis in the Middle East even fostered the 

whole process of identity transition. The current spread of Islamic extremism is not so much the result 

of Western-Islamic civilizational enmity but rather the outcome of local ethnic and religious rivalries 

in which external powers intervened. There are several ongoing strategic games in the region 

involving Israel, Turkey, Iran, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and all are interested in the status of regional 

power. Russia, the United States, France, the United Kingdom, and other external powers have also 

intervened in the crisis by supporting different parties of the conflict, which makes finding a roadmap 

to peace extremely difficult. Therefore, the Middle Eastern security environment contains several 

unsolved lemmas that make it possible for the Islamic State to claim its legacy. 
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NUKKE, Maret (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

The Structure of Japanese Kawaii Aesthetics: An Attempt of Definition Through the Concepts of iki 

and kitsch 

In the 21
st
 century the Japanese postmodern concept of kawaii aesthetics has been the focus of the 

research of cultural anthropologists, sociologists, linguists and philosophers. Kawaii or “cute” is a 

phenomenon that could be manifested in different forms – as toys and mascots, or design and fashion, 

but also behaviour and relationship could be described as kawaii. While several authors have 

explained the aesthetics of kawaii as being a part of pop culture and avant-garde tradition, or a product 

of Japanese post-industrial society, this paper aims to offer a definition of the aesthetic category of 

kawaii from two different angles, opposing both the early modern Japanese aesthetic conceptiki and a 

Western cultural invention kitsch that originated in German culture during the same era (19
th 

century). 

In this paper, firstly, the concept of kawaii will be juxtaposed with the Edo period iki aesthetics that 

was structurally analyzed in the well-known work Iki no kōzō (The Structure of Iki, 1930) by Kuki 

Shūzō, a Japanese philosopher. The Iki aesthetics, which concern certain body postures, movement 

patterns, and behaviour, was the foundation for the emergence of the next Japanese aesthetic concept, 

the modern ero-guro (erotic and grotesque) mass culture, which focused on the commercial 

beautification of various objects (and persons as objects). In order to observe how the postmodern 

kawaii aesthetics developed through the transformation of kitsch-like ero-guro concept into the 

contemporary global aesthetics of mass production, this paper then compares and analyzes the 

manifold manifestations of kitsch and kawaii. The result will be an outline of a structure of kawaii that 

brings together different cultural, societal and aesthetic concepts. 

OLACH, Zsuzsanna (MTA-SZTE Turkological Research Group and the University of Szeged, 

Hungary) 

A Semantic Study on the Use of ešit- and tïŋla- in Old Turkic 

The semantics of perception verbs in different language families, e.g. Indo-European languages and 

Australian languages, have already been rather well described (Sweetser 1990; Viberg 2015; Evans – 

Wilkins 2000). In my presentation I am going to demonstrate some results of a study carried out 

within the frame of the project no 1503E122 supported by the Anadolu University Scientific Research 

Foundation (Eskişehir, Turkey). The project aims to investigate the semantics of perception verbs in 

Turkic languages. Studies have been started firstly on Old Turkic sources, i.e. on texts written in the 

period from the second Türk Kaghanate and the Mongol invasion. 

The earliest Old Turkic sources are the so-called Orkhon inscriptions from the 7
th
 century, i.e. the 

runic inscriptions on memorial stones found in the Orkhon valley. Further inscriptions written in the 

runiform script have been discovered in the Yenisey Basin, in the Altai Mountains, etc. The Old 

Uyghur – mostly religious – texts from the 9
th
 century onwards constitute the largest part of the Old 

Turkic corpus. From the 11
th
 century a famous poem (Qutadgu Bilig) and an important dictionary 

(Dīvānu luġāti ’t-Turk), composed by Maḥmūd of Kāšġar, must be mentioned. Several aspects of Old 

Turkic have already been studied (e.g. Erdal 1991; Tekin 1968), but one, namely the semantics of the 

texts, has been neglected so far. 

In the presentation peculiarities of the use of tïñla– ʻto listen to sgʼ (Clauson 1972, 522) and äšiδ– 

ʻto hearʼ (Clauson 1972, 257) in different Old Turkic texts will be demonstrated. In addition to the 

semantic change of these verbs in terms of their meaning extensions both in physical (to listen to a 

song etc.) and mental domains (‘to give importance to someone or an idea’ etc.), the argument 

structure and the complementation patterns of the two verbs will also be discussed. 
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PAPPEL, Urmas (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Effects of Memory Politics on Chinese Youths: Patriotism and Confusion 

This paper problematizes the relationship between interpretations of politically sensitive historical 

information and patriotic sentiment. The conventional approach to China’s memory politics describes 

a state-created official history narrative and the associated propaganda apparatus tasked to disseminate 

it. This paper shows that such an approach to China’s collective memory is partial because it does not 

take into account the reception of the official history narrative and the process of understanding 

historical events which are omitted from the official discourse. I will be outlining some strategies the 

Chinese youths use to deal with politically charged historical information, including (a) ignoring 

politically charged historical information due to social taboo, (b) ignoring politically charged historical 

information to maintain patriotic sentiment, and (c) ignoring politically charged historical information 

due to confusion. The paper draws on open-ended interviews with Chinese students and young people 

conducted in China in 2013 and 2015. 

PARK, Jungran (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

North Korean Residents’ Viewing of South Korean Video Productions: The Creation and Implications 

of “Subculture” 

With the distribution and viewing of South Korean video productions spreading among the North Korean 

residents, the influences of the “Korean Wave” are starting to show in the changes to their lives and social 

aspects. There has been a need to conduct a comprehensive review regarding what kind of power the 

“Korean Wave” phenomenon is exercising beyond the division in the “divided Korean Peninsula” and 

whether it has faced some limitations or problems. Given the compound structure of the issues that have 

continued or been reproduced in the situations of the two divided Koreas, a cultural approach is significant 

in that it allows for the dismantling and understanding of the compositions of multi-layered awareness and 

action styles. This study set out to investigate what kind of “subculture” was created in the North Korean 

society as a result of its residents watching South Korean video productions, as well as what kind of 

opportunities and limitations it would present for the internal North Korean regime and the common social 

and cultural community between North and South Korea. Subculture is a local and differentiated structure 

that forms a subgroup in the cultural network. Thus it was discussed whether subculture would establish 

itself as culture to embrace North Korea through a network of distributing, viewing and sharing comments 

on South Korean video productions. 

PEETS, Sandra (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Impact of State Identity on the Foreign Policy Making of Iran: An Analysis Based on the 2013-2015 

Period of Nuclear Negotiations 

On 14 July 2015 Iran and the P5+1 countries (the US, UK, France, Russia, China, and Germany), 

along with the EU, announced the completion of a comprehensive nuclear agreement – the Joint 

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). During the negotiations, lasting from 2013-2015, the heads 
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of the Iranian regime were engaged in an attempt to frame the process inside the “ideological red 

lines”. These are the deep seated identities rooted in the Iranian mindset, from which any deviation is 

unattainable. Those exchanges reveal the multiple identities contesting in Iranian foreign policy 

making. These are both the devices for validating and confining the foreign policy steps of the Islamic 

Republic of Iran. 

The study is based on constructivist assumptions and is founded on a methodological framework 

introduced by A. P. Tsygankov. The work does not aim to explain the formation of identity. However, 

the aim is to analyze the prevalent identities and their causes in Iranian foreign policy making today. 

Therefore, the results of the study are certainly not deterministic arguments. Rather, the understanding 

of different identities helps to make assertions of what is currently possible in the context of Iran’s 

foreign policy. 

PETROV, Nikita (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow) 

Mythology of Epic Bards: Epic’s Performance Context in Central and Northern Asia 

The presentation poses a question of correlation between Asian and Mongolian epic narration and 

mythological beliefs, which serve as background and source of materials for the tales of gift 

acquisition and interdictions of epos performance, and, thus, for the first time a detailed description of 

contextual “epic mythology” appears. Even though the folklorists primarily managed to get access to 

the epic tales, they also got their hands on material which can be qualified as secondary, additional, 

and recorded by pure chance. Beliefs of epos performance and mythological tales are scattered across 

collections of field materials, footnotes in editions of texts of archaic and classical epos, prefaces and 

commentaries, hard-to-reach journal publications, and few and far between interviews with narrators. 

The given text comprises a background for the performance of epic works and is, in fact, a quaint 

blend of epic mythology and the live, narrative one. One can trace the connection of bogatyr tales and 

epos-telling to during or before the hunt for the Abakan tatars, Siberian peoples, who speak Ural 

languages, Tungus (nanais and evenks), numerous mongol-speaking peoples, and Turkic peoples. 

The religious and magic function of the texts, which are sacral for the culture, reveals itself in 

various traditions: from the Russian bylina (in reproducible form) and up to the Mongolian Epic of 

Gesar. 

Beliefs and interdictions related to the performance of epic works actualize the following ideas and 

motifs: a bad performance of narrations – the advent of host-spirit of the narration – punishment of a 

narrator – death of the narrator. 

The appearance of bogatyr from the narration or the host-spirit makes it possible to overcome the 

distance between the past of the narration and the real present in the situation of performance. This 

bears similarity to “Go to hell!”, by which a devil himself comes and takes a child sent. The person of 

the singer is also important, as are the variations of the performance gift acquisition. D. K. Zelenin, B. 

N. Putilov, and V. M. Zhirmunskiy wrote about it. 

Mythological narratives on the acquisition of the narrator’s gift and the punishment for the 

improper use of it (possibly a text about the punishment for a mistake in the performance), are, 

apparently, genetically related to the legends of the acquisition of a shaman gift. The social institution 

of shamanism, once wide-spread in the Turkic-Mongolian world, in turn, mediates these latter legends. 

The distribution areal of the bogatyr tale, on the other hand, might define the presence of such a 

“contextual epic mythology” phenomenon. Thirdly, the presence of similar mythological tales might 

relate to the developed institution of professional narrators, in which believes the majority of members 

of the community. 
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POŁCZYŃSKI, Michał (Georgetown University, USA) 

Turks and Tatars and Cossacks, Oh My!: Establishing a New Vocabulary for Power and Patronage in 

the Ottoman/Polish-Lithuanian Frontier in the 16
th
 Century 

This paper examines the vocabulary through which royal and sultanic authority was expressed, 

received, and negotiated in the context of the Ottoman/Polish-Lithuanian frontier in the sixteenth 

century. A failure to establish a mutually recognized border in 1542 and a sustained need for peaceful 

relations resulted in nearly a century of overlapping claims to territorial ownership. Consequently, the 

Polish-Lithuanian and Ottoman rule in the region was realized during this period by constantly 

renegotiating the personal authority of both sovereigns over the populations of their mutual, contested 

frontier. These negotiations took place in official documents that were issued by Ottoman and Polish-

Lithuanian power brokers in a number of languages: Ottoman Turkish, Turkic Crimean vernacular, 

Italian, Polish, Latin, and Ruthenian. A mutually intelligible vocabulary was expressed simultaneously 

through these multiple languages and was quickly established in order to facilitate rivalling claims to 

personal authority in the frontier zone. By unpacking the multiple meanings of terms used to describe 

various frontier populations and their relationships with king and sultan, it is possible to re-examine 

seemingly incongruent episodes of codominium and parallel dominium in what was one of the longest 

Ottoman frontiers in Christian Europe. 

POLGÁR, Szabolcs (University of Szeged, Hungary) 

Nomads, Traders, Steppe Empires in Medieval Eurasia (with Special Regard to Khazaria and Volga 

Bulgharia) 

The paper focuses on the relations of the sedentary and nomadic empires of Eurasia from the point of 

view of commerce and trade. The Silk Road ran via the Eurasian steppe zone, and the nomads were 

interested in international trade. The nomad elites, founding ’empires’ in the steppes, were interested 

in a permanent trade with their sedentary neighbours, as opposed to the great empires of China or 

Persia. The history of China’s relations with nomadic empires can be a good indication of these 

contrasted interests. There were similar relations in the western periphery of the steppe; the Byzantine 

Empire endeavoured to have trade contacts with the nomads only in a small degree. The nomadic 

empires often obtained the sedentary empires by force to make trade contacts. There were special 

cases. The Khazars and Volga Bulghars organized a successful commercial system with their 

sedentary neighbours in Eastern Europe. The original model was Khazaria, and all its neighbours took 

part in it. The success of the system was based on some special factors: a mutual interest in the 

international trade of three participants – the nomads, the Islam, and the Rus’. After the decline of 

Khazaria the Volga Bulghars continued the trade in a restricted territory. 

POŠKAITĖ, Loreta (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

A Search for the Differences between Chinese and Western Aesthetics: A Critical View 

The paper will discuss the generalized view of Chinese and Western aesthetics, considered by the 

author as one of the main problems in the comparative studies of those two traditions. The discussion 

will concentrate on the main “narratives“ of Chinese and Western aesthetics and their treatment in the 

studies by some sinologists. It will pay particular attention to the juxtaposition of their cosmological-

ontological backgrounds, the problems of the search for the meaning of the main aesthetical concepts, 

and the comparative investigations of the most important theoretical questions raised in both aesthetic 

traditions. 
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PUTNINA, Margarita (Riga Drikung Ngaden Choling Buddhist community, Latvia) 

The Phenomenon of Love and Compassion in the Context of Safe Global Community 

Nowadays the global society has become a united source of multidimensional, all-encompassing 

forces based on tremendous achievements in science and technologies, virtual communication systems, 

inter-religious societies, and merciless, well-planned terrorism. A question arises: How can our 

civilization survive under the pressure of these rather distinctive forces and not lose its main ethical 

values? 

The author of this article, being a book translator, considers that a perfect answer could be found in 

His Holiness the XIV Dalai Lama’s proposals clearly expressed in such books as Beyond Religion, 

Toward a True Kinship of Faiths: How the World`s Religions Can Come Together, The Universe in a 

single atom, etc. 

H.H. Dalai Lama supposes the phenomenon of love and compassion to manifest as a uniting force 

not only inside the inter-religious context but also the whole mind field of human society. 

As for inter-religious harmony, His Holiness points out that his plan includes four main points: (1) 

dialogue between scholars of religion on the academic level; (2) sharing of deep religious experiences 

between genuine practitioners; (3) high-profile meetings of religious leaders to speak and pray from 

one platform; and (4) joint pilgrimages to the world`s holy places! 

By carefully analyzing these proposals one can see that they are penetrated by motions of love and 

compassion, tolerance, empathy, and the harmonious coexistence of nations. 

The Latvian Buddhist meditation centre “Ganden”, together with FPMT and Riga Drikung Ngaden 

Choling Buddhist community, has initiated cooperation between the members of the movement “Save 

Tibet” in Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia to work together in promoting by different means the 

principles of democracy, human rights and harmonious coexistence of peoples in the World and 

simultaneously observing the principles of love and compassion, moral, and ethics. Christians, 

Buddhists, and unbelievers, the members of our group, are united by the great idea of His Holiness the 

Dalai Lama – love and compassion is the main quality of the humans’ heart-mind and we believe it 

can save our planet`s global community. 

Keywords: Global community, love and compassion, moral and ethics, inter-religious 

PUTTHIWANIT, Chutinon (Eastern Asia University, Pathum Thani, Thailand)  

A History of Financial Crisis in Thailand: A Root-Cause Analysis 

The Tom Yum Kung crisis was a catastrophic financial crisis in Thailand in 1997, which affected also 

other Asian countries. Prior to this crisis Thailand was one of the fastest growing economies in the 

world with double digit GDP and planned to be the fifth Asian tiger (a term depicted to very healthy 

economy countries in Asia) along with Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Hong Kong. What caused 

the financial disaster in Thailand during that time? This research aims to understand the cause and 

effect of the disaster by adapting the Root-Cause Analysis (RCA) tool as proposed by Ammerman 

(1998). This qualitative research employed an archival search from the EBSCO database, 

concentrating on scholarly academic journals from 1989-2014. The results examine whether the 

disaster was brought on by human performance problems, equipment performance problems, external 

force problem, or all of them combined. This research also provides some guidelines and alternative 

solutions for hindering plausible financial catastrophes in the future. It also provides some examples of 

repeated history of financial crisis in the Baltic States, e.g. Latvia. 

RAZUVAJEVA, Olga (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Conversion in the Late Ottoman Empire (1856-1876) 

Conversion is one of the most difficult subjects in the attitudes of any Islamic state towards non-

Muslims who reside within its borders. While conversion to Islam (ihtida) is mostly considered as a 
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proper act, the conversion from Islam to another religion (irtidat) is seen by some governments as 

worthy of a death penalty even today. This paper will discuss the cases of conversion using the 

example of one of the most long-lived Islamic states in history, the Ottoman Empire. After a brief 

overview of what the situation with conversion was in the period of the expansion of the imperial 

borders, the paper will focus on the developments of the second part of the 19
th
 century, when both 

ihtida and irtidat became officially permitted by the Ottoman government. 

RAUDSEPP, Kadri (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Approaches to Mindfulness in Tibetan Tradition 

In my paper I approach mindfulness through Jigme Lingpa’s short text called Dran (smṛti) dang shes 

bzhin (samprajanya) las ’phros pa’i gtam don rab ’byed pa’i thur ma – “Investigating the Meaning of 

Mindfulness („recollection“) and Awareness („continuous state of knowing“)“. This text is found in 

the Collected Works of Jigme Lingpa and belongs under the category of short advices – gtam tshogs 

that are eleven folios long. So far it has not received the attention that it deserves, therefore I will try to 

give a short overview of Jigme Lingpa’s view on the relation of dran pa, which mostly has the 

meaning of recollection here, and shes bzhin, which is the result of recollection – full awareness, 

understanding of how things are. According to Jigme Lingpa, even though these two terms have a 

relation of cause (dran pa) and result (shes bzhin), the exact meaning implied in these concepts 

depends on the level of practice one is engaged in. 

RIISTAN, Ain (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Genealogies of Jesus in the New Testament 

The New Testament contains two genealogies of Jesus, one in the Gospel of Matthew and another in 

the Gospel of Luke. They differ from each other in several respects – a fact that has been puzzling 

theologians for a long time. This paper explores some of the similarities and differences in these lists 

and their social and theological functions. We may never know whether Jesus’ grandfather was called 

Jacob (Matthew) or Eli (Luke), but it is clear that theologically he was “Son of David, Son of 

Abraham” (Matthew) and “Son of God” (Luke) according to his father’s family line, and also Son of 

God directly through the virginal conception of Mary. In terms of ancient kinship rules, there is no 

conflict here. 

ROHT, Eva-Liisa (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

“Ebru is like a Human Being” – Marbling Art (Ebru) in Turkey: The Perspective of the Contemporary 

Practitioner. The Connection between Ebru and Sufism 

Ebru is an art technique where with the help of brushes paint is applied on the surface of sized water. 

Afterwards the floating image is transferred to paper. 

During the later period of the Ottoman Empire, some great masters of ebru used to work in a Sufi 

lodge in Istanbul. Marbled papers were used in bookbinding and later also calligraphy was written on 

the ebru papers. Nowadays ebru has become popularized as a hobby, and in addition to paper the 

image can be transferred also to other surfaces such as fabric, ceramic, wood etc. 

But how do the artists/teachers of ebru in contemporary Turkey explain the importance of the art 

form for themselves? Why have they decided to dedicate themselves to this traditional art form? What 

makes a good ebru-artist? What kind of psychological effect has ebru had on the artists? And why is 

ebru like a human being? 

In order to answer these questions, my presentation analyses ethnographical fieldwork materials 

(semi-structured interviews, notes from participant observation) produced by the author. For the 

analysis the concepts of spiritual states (hāl) and stations (maqām) and spiritual faculties (lataif-e sitta) 

from Sufi psychology are used. 



59 
 

ROON, Maarja (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

The Abortive Liberalizations of Iran. President Khatami’s Reform Movement and the 2009 Green 

Movement 

The name “Islamic Republic of Iran” contains two somewhat contradictory terms. “Islamic” refers to 

the rule of God and “Republic” to the rule of people. Twice in the recent history of Iran the debate 

over the balance of power between God and the people has been so intense that there were large 

protests and strikes. The first (often called the “Reform Movement”) occurred after Muhhamad 

Khatami became president in 1997, the second (the “Green Movement”) after the 2009 presidential 

election. 

Usually the explanations for the occurrence and failure of these movements stress Iran’s 

uniqueness or aspects of the leaders’ personalities. However, Guillermo O’Donnell’s and Philippe C. 

Schmitter’s democratic transition theory and the concept of “abortative liberalizations” can also help 

to understand the dynamics of these events, the reasons why the leaders decided to allow a greater 

freedom of press, and why this caused an popular upsurge with people demanding more rights. 

At the same time, the two cases, as examples of non-transitions, help to develop the transition 

theory further by demonstrating which conditions allow the conservatives to stop the events triggered 

by the liberalization and hinder the co-operation of the moderates in the government and in the 

opposition. 

ROUTAMAA, Judith & NAZARI, Abdollah (SIL International & Turkish American Association) 

Language and Religion among the Turkmen of Iran: Observations on the Speech of Three Generations 

The interplay between the language and religion of the Turkmen of Iran has been little documented to 

date. One recently conducted study (Nazari and Routamaa 2015) notes that religion plays a 

foundational role in the culture and worldview of the Iranian Turkmen, and that as a result religious 

terms and themes overflow spontaneously into the language, regardless of linguistic genre or domain. 

This paper seeks to further investigate the relationship between language and religion, focussing in 

particular on the speech of three generations (elderly, middle-aged and young), with the aim of 

highlighting trends and analysing reasons for possible similarities or differences in the nature and 

extent of the use of religious terms and themes across generations. Parameters such as levels of 

education, residence (urban or rural), and belief (devout or nominal) will be considered. 

The presentation is based on data collected between 2011 and 2015, including almost 700 minutes 

of recordings of various genres: natural conversations, life stories, folktales, informal and semi-

structured interviews. Much of the data was collected in the Turkmen-speaking area of Iran from a 

wide spectrum of men and women, representing elderly, middle-aged and young generations, educated 

and non-educated, and from both urban and rural settings. A smaller part of the data was gathered 

from Iranian Turkmen speakers who have recently moved to Turkey. 
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RÄTHEL, Maximilian (Georg-August-University Göttingen, Germany) 

Georg Friedrich Grotefend and the Decipherment of Cuneiform 

For contemporary scholars of Ancient Near Eastern Studies, the learning of cuneiform languages and 

signs is an integral part of their studies and will accompany them throughout their academic life. But 

only a few people know that without the work of the German philologist Georg Friedrich Grotefend at 

the beginning of the 19
th
 century, the decipherment of the cuneiform signs would not be possible today. 

In fact, Grotefend never planned the decryption of the cuneiform signs to be a ground-breaking 

effort; rather, the reason for his efforts was just a bet he had with a friend about whether it would be 

possible to decipher a completely unknown system of syllabic signs on its own terms. Therefore, 

Grotefend took the opportunity and, after some weeks, was able to read the names of several kings 

along with their titles as they were presented in the Old-Persian inscriptions found at Persepolis. 

Actually, Grotefend did not realize the importance of his discovery and thus never published it in a 

broader sense. In fact, he went on to work as a school teacher and lecturer at the university. Just a 

small group of people in Göttingen were aware of his achievement while elsewhere it slowly sunk into 

oblivion. It was not until some decades after his death at the end of the 19
th
 century that copies of his 

manuscript were re-discovered and finally published for a broader mass of scholars and researchers, 

ultimately making Grotefend the father of cuneiform-decipherment. 

By describing and analysing the ways in which Grotefend tried and was able to decipher the Old-

Persian cuneiform signs, the aim of this paper is to show that these philological methods are still used 

today by people engaged with the decryption of coded signs and messages. Furthermore, the impact 

Grotefend’s discovery has until today will be discussed. 

SAAD, Kristina (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Alms Money as a Means of Financing Terrorism 

Although there is no universally accepted definition for terrorism, academics agree on certain 

characteristics that the movements classified as terrorist have. One of these characteristics is of an 

ideological kind. So although terrorism is a means of making a statement, there still remains the need 

for some minimum level of resources for the organization to survive and conduct operations. The main 

sources for Islamic terrorist organizations to acquire funds are from sponsoring states, criminal activity, 

legal businesses working to support terrorists and charities. In my research I will mainly focus on how 

the charity sector is being used to finance terrorist activities, as an important source for this comes 

from donations from charities and wealthy individuals. An important keyword here is zakāt, one of the 

pillars of Islam, which is the compulsory giving of a set proportion of one’s wealth to charity. In some 

cases zakat has been used to finance terrorism. While most of the charities in the Muslim world exist 

to help the poor and spread the message of Islam, their funds have also been used to finance terrorism. 

Exploring this is the main focus of my thesis. 

SAZONOV, Vladimir (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Conflict in Syria and Iraq: Destruction of Cultural Legacy, Archaeological Looting, and the Future of 

Archaeological Sites 

The so-called IS fighters active in Syrian and Iraqi territory with a string of successful conquests 

behind them wish to gain control over the whole of Syria and Iraq. The Islamists and the civil war 

represent a threat to Ancient Near Eastern cities (Nimrud, Palmyra, Ebla, etc.) as well as to many 

museums, important archives and ancient monuments which the Islamists will undoubtedly pillage and 

destroy, as they are currently doing in Syria and Iraq. The Islamists have shown no mercy towards the 

heritage of the Mesopotamian civilization, destroying sculptures and pillaging ancient cities that are 

thousands of years old. Many Syrian and Iraqi museums and archaeological sites were looted by 

various people, not only by IS troops. Looters can be local and foreign alike, and among them are not 
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only Syrians or Iraqis but also many looters from other countries too. These looters have stolen or 

broken many artefacts and damaged archaeological sites. 

The cultural heritage damaged by IS includes remains from ancient Mesopotamian high cultures 

such as the Assyrian and Babylonian civilizations, and also the great cultural legacies from the Persian, 

Hellenistic, Parthian, Roman, Byzantine and Islamic periods. Another problem is the illegal trade and 

exportation of artefacts, illicit activity that is extremely high in Syria and Iraq. 
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SELART, Ene (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

The Development of the Yellow Peril Discourse in the Estonian Media from 1890s up to 1905 

The paper centres on the development of the discourse of the Yellow Peril concept in the Estonian 

media (Estonian language newspapers) from 1890s up to the Russo-Japanese war (1904-05). In the 

end of the 19
th
 century, the concept of the hazard rising from the Orient in the shape of yellow race 

getting upper hand in the world was quite distant for the Estonians, although there were some editorial 

articles that covered the issue in newspapers and it was a popular topic of public debate in Europe. The 

war between Czarist Russia and the Japanese empire (1904-05) engulfed also Estonia into the 

discussion of Yellow Peril and Asian threat, as the military conflict involved some 8,000 Estonian 

men conscripted to the Russo-Japanese war. Suddenly a distant problem became very close and 

brought along different articles covering the matter. By the research method of text analysis, the 

editorial articles, travelogues, letters from the readers etc. have been studied for the paper. The main 

emphasis of the study is on the development and changes in the depiction of the Yellow Peril concept 

in the timeline, and how it was altered by the influence of international events and the Estonians’ own 

experiences from the war and from travelling to Japan. The study also shows what foreign influences 

are visible in this discourse and how does it reflect the general public sentiment in the Estonian media 

during this time period. 

SEO, Jinseok (University of Latvia, Riga) 

The Vernacularity of Korean Shamanism in the Perspective of Korean Christianity 

The study of vernacular religion appreciates religion as an historic as well as contemporary process 

and marks religion in everyday life as a construction of mental, verbal and material expressions. 

Vernacular religious theory understands religion as the continuous art of individual interpretation and 

negotiation of any number of influential sources. 

Korean shamanism affected a significant role continuously in the individualization and 

interpretation of understanding ‘official or institutional religion’ according to local necessities in 

Korea, as proven by the cases of syncretism with Buddhism and Christianity. Shamanism is largely a 

‘residual’ category in the writings on Korean religion. The residual element of shamanism also 

intervened with other major religions and finally coerced the Korean people to interpret and 

individualize the doctrine and canon in the vernacular way of Korea. Vernacular beliefs are not 



62 
 

grounded in institutionalized truths but in individual creativity, expressed in a variety of local and 

social contexts and shaped by the power of tradition, and generate a very special viewpoint on gods, 

which further effects influences on the rhetoric and creed of the established religion. There is currently 

no research on Korean shamanism as a vernacular religion, however, there has been a series of 

attempts to reveal the co-relationship between shamanism and other institutionalized beliefs. In this 

conference I would like to present the vernacular matters of Korean shamanism observed especially in 

the Korean Christianity and to bring a new knowledge and prospect to conceive from a new 

perspective the role and function of Korean shamanism in localizing and individualizing foreign 

religion on Korean soil. 

SHIBATA, Yasuko (The Polish-Japanese Academy of Information Technology, Poland) 

The Renovation of Polish Cultural Identities: The Consumption of Global Japanese Otherness in 

Contemporary Poland 

The paper discusses the on-going process of the contemporary Poles’ cultural identity formation by 

examining their experience of the otherness of Japanese cultural products. 

At the twilight of the “pattern of Romantic-symbolic culture” that has affected Polish minds for 

over 200 years, Japanese culture seems to have become a curious ingredient for their act of self-

location. When globalization reached the “heart of culture” of Poland in the 1990s, Poles not only 

began to consume Japanese vehicles and electronics but also experience such culturally peculiar 

products as sushi and anime, as well as the values and ideas embedded in art and customs that are 

officially regarded by political and economic elites in Japan as “Japanese traditions.” Amid the 

worldwide pressure of homogenization of culture, and thus the need for differentiation of self, a 

growing number of Poles, whose cultural identities have been evolving around such values as 

fatherland, national liberty, and national solidarity, choose Japanese otherness, devoid of negative 

meanings, to newly attain the definition of their own “place” in the globalized world. 

What images about Japan do Polish consumers of sushi, Zen, tea ceremony, and pornography 

possess? How do they approach the Orientalist discourse about these cultural products? What are the 

“valid” and “implausible” values and ideas that Japanese culture offers Poles for formulating their 

cultural identities? 

In-class discussions with Polish students of Japanese culture and the analysis of in-depth interviews 

with Poles consuming Japanese cultural products, both conducted by the author, introductorily suggest 

that despite the Orientalist coverage of Japan in the mainstream media, upon consuming “global 

Japaneseness,” Poles select and confront such peculiar values as tolerance for sexual otherness, souls 

of animals and nature, or the sense of peace and concentration, among others, for renewing their sense 

of home in the mobile world, while not negating Polish cultural values. 

SILIUS, Vytis; DRANSEIKA, Vilius; BERNIŪNAS, Renatas (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Cross-cultural Normative Psychology: Mapping the Space of Evaluative Concepts in Everyday 

Lithuanian, English, and Chinese 

The aim of our study is to gather empirical data that would enable to map the normative space of 

evaluative concepts in everyday Lithuanian, Chinese, and English. Western philosophical tradition, at 

least since the Enlightenment, emphasizes the autonomous character of the moral sphere. Moral 

sensibilities are believed to be distinct and qualitatively different from the aesthetic, etiquette or legal 

responsibility judgments, thus requiring a specific normative vocabulary. On the other hand, Chinese 

intellectual tradition seemingly does not emphasize differences of various normative realms of human 

experience. It is still an open empirical question whether the Chinese differentiate between moral and 

non-moral normative domains in everyday evaluative judgments. There is very little empirical 

evidence to suggest that the Chinese do make this distinction. On the contrary, there seems to be some 

evidence suggesting the opposite. Furthermore, current moral psychological literature in the West has 

little to say about people’s explicit normative judgments across different domains (moral, aesthetic, 
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etiquette). Therefore, given this shortage of empirical data, it is reasonable to doubt that an established 

English moral vocabulary (and the direct translations thereof) that prevails in the academic literature 

on ethics is the adequate tool for describing the everyday normative judgments of different cultures 

(maybe not even that of the English speakers). 

Our hypothesis is that there will be a significant overlap of different kinds of normative concepts 

among Chinese participants, while US participants will tend to differentiate these different normative 

domains, with Lithuanians somewhere in between. In this conference we propose to discuss our 

preliminary findings from the study (Chinese data will be gathered in March 2016). 

ŚLIWA, Zdzislaw (Baltic Defence College, Tartu, Estonia) 

China – Japan Relations in the Shadow of Islands Disputes 

The situation in Asia is currently of interest in the world with the economic development of the 

continent and the US shifting toward the Asia–Pacific region. However, the security domain of the 

continent is still fragile and worsened by unsolved bilateral and multilateral territorial disputes. 

Currently the relations between China and Japan are among real challenges that could negatively 

influence the whole region. China’s multidimensional development, including military domain, is 

causing some worries in Japan. At the same time the latest changes in the interpretation of Japanese 

law, close alliance relations with the US, and the implementation of offensive weapon systems are 

observed carefully in China. History is playing a significant role regarding the relation between those 

two regional powers, and that factor is used by both sides. History is also related to the ambitions of 

both to play not only a regional but also a global role. There are some disputes between those two 

nations, namely with the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, which possesses military, raw resources and 

prestige importance, and none of the sides wish to give them up. For China it is also related to the 

security concept development of ‘two island chain’ and ‘anti-access / area denial’. 

The paper will focus on the current status of relations between China and Japan and the possible 

challenges related to those fragile relationships. It will also mention the importance of territorial issues 

and history, an important factor among the Asian nations in shaping their mind but also used 

pragmatically for political reasons. In that context the island-related disputes will be analyzed deeper. 

The military build-up will be discussed and the role of security organizations and treaties will also be 

covered as an important security factor involving not only both regional actors, as ‘outside powers’ 

and nations are playing a role. It will allow to provide conclusions and to draw a picture of possible 

developments between those nations and their influence on Asian security. 

SOLOVYOVA, Alevtina (Russian State University for the Humanities, Moscow) 

A Pillow of the Hero, an Eye of the Genius of Nature and a Restless Place: Local Strategies of 

Mythologisation of the Environment in Mongolian Traditions 

The idea for this topic came during one of the folklore expeditions to Mongolia. Local mythology 

connected to natural objects (mountains, groves, springs) is one of the first questions that seemed to be 

neutral enough and suitable for starting long conversations with the informants about traditional 

beliefs and customs. Thus, at the end we got a plenty of material (for several years of field-work in 

different parts of Mongolia) devoted to the elements of the local environment. A brief research of 

these materials showed some interesting regularities in the perception and the formation of the 

mythological view of the local landscape: Ties between natural objects, mythological personages, folk 

narratives and everyday customs, specific ways of mythologisation as bodily metaphor and some 

social and cultural pragmatic of local placelore. 

Examples. 

First level: 

(1) Correlation between personage and object type. In folklore beliefs large, solid, important 

objects (mountain peaks and passes, frequently worshiped, small islands in the middle of the lake and 
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so on) are connected with epic and heroic personages (epic heroes, strongmen and wrestlers of the 

past). 

(2) Ties between personages and objects. Ties between personages and objects have the following 

principal representations: the objects regarded as a result of the hero’s actions (“the hero brought the 

pick of the mountain and put it here”, “the hero twitched and this pass is a track of his foot”, etc); the 

object is regarded as the hero’s property that frequently emphasizes his greatness (“when the hero 

went to sleep this mountain was a pillow for his head and that, opposite, one was a pillow for his 

legs”); the object is regarded as a part of the hero’s body or his animi (“and when the hero returned 

and died here, his shoulders became mountains, over there, and his head became a rock, that one…”, 

etc). 

(3) Genre of the narrative. Mostly the narratives connected with the personages and objects of the 

first level could be identified as legend (etymological, epic). 

The second level: 

(1) Correlation between personage and object type. Middle and small sized objects (small rocks, 

stones, groves, springs, especially separately situated objects – a lonely rock or tree in the steppe, also 

worshipped as a rule) are connected with the genius of nature (Mong. luss-savdag). They are spirits, 

masters of nature, water and earth, possessing natural objects. These personages have ambivalent 

characteristics and can be positive and negative (even dangerous) for a human according to the 

behaviour of the person (especially towards nature). 

(2) Ties between personages and objects. Ties between personages and objects are represented in 

two general forms: The object is regarded as the personage’s property (“One man cut down a tree at 

that place and then became ill hardly for long period, no medicine could help. The cause is that place 

is a property of lus-savdag, it is forbidden to take wood from there.”), the object is regarded as part the 

personage’s body. But in opposition with the first level example, it is not a part of the body that 

became the object after the personage’s death. In this case an object of the environment is a part of 

body of alive personage at the same time (a story about local doctor who was called to help to lus-

savdag of their village who suffered badly because one man drove a stake in the earth and hurt his eye). 

(3) Genre of the narrative. The narratives connected with these personages and objects are mainly 

regarded as real cases of “our days” and identified (in Russian tradition) as memorate and fabulate. 

The third level: 

(1) Correlation between personage and object type., Special places marked in the local tradition, 

places with a “bad reputation”, “haunted places” or “ghost-places”, as I noticed them and will try to 

explain below. These places can include different smaller areas in the steppe, forest or mountains. 

They are associated with ghosts, bad or bodily souls, demons (Mong. chotgor). The outcome for being 

in such places could be various – problems with transport, problems with business and health and even 

death. 

(2) Ties between personages and objects. Ties between personages and objects are well 

represented in two general forms. The first is a kind of demonic possession (“At that place straggled 

one lama and one shaman, both of them were very strong and skilful and both of them were ready to 

fight till death. They died but their souls stayed on the earth. Sometimes people could see them in a 

shape of a white horse and a dark blue wolf. At that place very rich excellent grass, but nobody should 

take it and graze cattle there. Everybody knew it. Here was one man, who did not care about such 

things and did not believe in anything. I will tell you, he died cruelly at the end”). The second one is a 

kind of almost complete confluence of a personage and a locus. It is interesting when the place already 

is not just in a property of the personage but is itself a personage. In Mongolian it is called “guidaltai 

gazar” or “gazarin guits” – “area with movements, restless activity”. In passing such a place transport 

suddenly stops or breaks – “a horse stumbles, a car fails, even equipment of the plane which flying 

above that place becomes crazy”. 

(3) Genre of the narrative. Narratives connected with this topic could mainly be regarded as ghost 

stories. 

This sharply outlined model is steadily produced in different local traditions with variations in 

concrete details of content (names, personalities, cases). For the article it would be interesting to 

further research the strategies of mythologisation of the environment in Mongolian local traditions, 

correlations between elements of nature, personages and topics, considering these specific bodily 

images of nature objects, motivation and variants of pragmatic of this phenomenon. 
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SOOSAAR, Kristiina (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Changes of Temporary Marriages in Modern Iran Based on 7th Century Laws 

Shi’a and Sunni Islam hold the difference between the legislation of mutʿa (lust) marriage since the 7
th
 

century. According to Koranic citations and interpretations, it is permitted, and Shi’a Muslims 

continue practicing it even nowadays, even though it was prohibited in the 8
th 

century. However, 

during the time of prophet Muḥammad, laws were different, and according to Ṣaḥīḥ al-Muslim, al-

Buḫārī, Sunan ʾAbī Dawūd collections of ḥadīṯs, which show that people were encouraged to do so at 

the time of need and at the time of war. 

Concerning modern Iran, my purpose is to analyze Ajatollah Khomeini’s laws on mutʿamarriage 

and to bring out the differences between the prophet’s laws and modern Shi’a laws after the revolution 

in Iran 1979. 

STEINMANE, Zane (University of Latvia, Riga) 

The Warring Tribes: Representations of Conflict in the Pre-Islamic Odes of Mu’allaqat 

As new forms of war continue to plague the world, it is both interesting and valuable to see how 

conflict was resolved between the Arab tribes before the rise of Islam in the context of a nomadic 

culture. 

Mu’allaqat is one of the more influential secular literary works of the early Arab literature. The 

anthology gathers the best poems of seven highly praised pre-Islamic authors that represent the ancient 

Arab wisdom, values, and lifestyle, and offer insight into the foundations that have shaped the cultural 

environment and identity of the civilization built upon the desert-dweller communities. 

Traditionally the poet was a lead figure in a tribe, voicing the opinions of his people as well as 

recording the historical events of his time. These records were thus transmitted orally to the younger 

generations until they were written down. From today’s perspective this ancient literature serves as a 

historical report of the pre-Islamic traditions. 

The paper will examine intertribal rivalry, war and conflicts as they are depicted in the seven long 

odes of Mu’allaqat. 

SUN, Yuwen (Peking University, China) 

Critical Comments on the Reconstruction of Archaic Chinese Affixes 

Since the twentieth century some scholars devoting themselves to the study of Chinese historical 

phonology have attempted to demonstrate that many Archaic Chinese single-characters can be 

categorized into root and affix, namely, some Chinese single-characters consist of roots and affixes. 

They have given two evidences for their proposition: One is that there are homogeneous words with 

the same roots in Archaic Chinese; the other is the Sino-Tibetan comparison. This article researches 

their proposition and concludes that the materials of Archaic Chinese do not currently support any 

affix, and that the current Sino-Tibetan comparative study cannot offer convincing evidences. 

TAIVANS, Leons (University of Latvia, Riga, Latvia) 

Large Scale Immigration from the Middle East: Risks and Disadvantages 

The co-existence of Islam and European population doesn’t mean only terror. We are convinced by 

numerous pundits again and again that Islam is a religion of peace and that the vast majority of 

Muslims just want to live in peace. Although this unqualified assertion may be true, it is entirely 

irrelevant. Independent observers have concluded a long time ago that September 11, 2001 created 

mixed emotions in the Muslim world. There was pride that Muslims were able to blow up the twin 
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towers in New York – a symbol of American financial and economic power. Grief was felt in much 

lesser degree, if any: Finally the victims were aliens, not Muslims, nor their relatives or compatriots. 

Who is leading the Muslim communities, who are the spiritual leaders, who formulates the 

religious slogans at this moment? The answer to these burning questions would be helpful when trying 

to solve the problems of large scale immigration from the countries in the Middle East. 

TALISTU, Ann (Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Kawaii-Aesthetics as an Identity Among the Youth Based on Japanese Street Fashion 

Kawaii has become one of the keywords describing Japanese popular culture. Kawaii-aesthetics is 

known for its cuteness that covers a wide range of features like round lines, cheerful colours, a specific 

kind of voice and behaviour. An aesthetic similar to kawaii was already known in the Heian period 

(794-1185), but the 1970s mark the beginning of the modern kawaii-aesthetics, which grew more 

popular during the 1980s and 1990s, eventually spreading across the world in the 2000s. 

My purpose is to analyze how kawaii-aesthetics and the identity among the youth in Japan have 

changed from the 1990s until today, based on various street fashions from the given period. This 

includes numerous substyles of kawaii and their connections to beauty, death, and grotesque. To 

understand how the identity among the youth was and is perceived in Japan, different street fashion 

magazines were analyzed. 

TAVAKOLI, Fatemeh (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

Mystic Interpretation of War: Memoryscapes of the Iran–Iraq War in Iranian Cinema 

I will discuss Iranian war, a.k.a “Holy Defence,” cinema with regard to the use of mysticism in 

Morteza Avini’s (1947–1993) works. I intend to examine and represent the influence of Avini in 

Iranian media and the use of his works for maintaining a sacred image of war. 

My aim is to explore how Avini, as an auteur, applies Shia discourse in displaying war, and how 

his works are used for the memorization of martyrdom in Iranian media. With references from the 

Quran, the Nahjul Balagha, Hadith, and mystic literature, I intend to show how Avini’s works are 

congruous with the notion of “Holy Defence,” demonstrating his Weltanschauung and intertextuality 

from mystic literature. Also, I intend to show how romanticism and religiosity in Avini’s works are 

consistent with the values of the Islamic revolution of 1979. 

Avini creatively presents and introduces war as a blessed opportunity. This motivational 

perspective was consistent with the Iranian government’s need for sending soldiers to the front lines 

and keeping up the moral of the nation for supporting its defence and the war. Avini thus was 

beneficial for government propaganda. Avini had, as a result, proper support for producing and 

presenting his works during and after the war. 

Furthermore, Avini’s works are still presented as the ideal form of cinema in the “Holy Defence” 

genre. The will of the political elite was partially the reason for producing and supporting Avini’s 

narrations based on Persian literary works and Shia references. His works are still widely advertised 

by the current government, with emphasis on Shia ideology behind the Iran-Iraq war. 

In conclusion, the Iranian government’s favouritism towards Avini has generated the memories and 

afterimage related to religion as expression of identity and war. This religious attitude towards war 

allows us to make a connection between Shia mysticism of past and the main body of the present 

society. 

TOOME, Teet (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

The Structure of the Lotus Sūtra 

The structure or the composition of the Lotus Sūtra (Saddharmapuṇḍarīka sūtra) can be approached in 

different ways. First it can be shown how the text of the sūtra is composed in the course of time. Here 
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we can say that the Lotus Sūtra is quite clearly divided into several thematic parts that most probably 

also have different origins. The first part (Chapters 1 to 9) is dedicated to one of the two main themes 

of the sūtra, the explanation of the theory of ’one vehicle’, and is mostly addressed to the śrāvakas. 

The second part of the sūtra (Chapters 10 to 20) forms a second thematic core, focused around Chapter 

15 on Buddha’s life and its duration. The characters in this part are mostly bodhisattvas and the 

message of the text is also addressed to them. The first two parts share the idea of the doctrine of skill 

in means. The third part of the sūtra (Chapters 21 to 27) is not a thematic whole but consists of the 

stories of different bodhisattvas that are directly related to the prior themes of the sūtra. 

Thus, we can say that the sutra has three larger units. The third unit is quite diverse and has no 

centre; the second one has a clear central chapter that is Chapter 15; and for the first unit the 

generating core is probably Chapter 1, which is obviously also most crucial for the whole sūtra. This 

paper will describe the structural elements of the first chapter of the Lotus Sūtra and attempt to find its 

links with other parts of the sūtra. 

TŠERNJUK, Mart (University of Tartu, Estonia) 

The Concepts of dào 道 and dé 德 in the First Chapter of Zhuāng-Zǐ 

Dào 道 (’course’, ’way’) and dé德 (’inner power’, ’integrity’) are the two main concepts in classical 

Chinese philosophy. Surprisingly, there is no explicit use of the Chinese character dào 道 in the first 

chapter of the daoist classic of Zhuāng-Zǐ (the chapter that is widely considered to be the oldest part of 

the book). There are definitely other key concepts and ideas closely connected to dào, but the 

particular character is absent. Dé 德 is found only twice, which means that it also does not get the 

attention it has in the latter part of the text. 

This paper focuses on how dào and dé are represented in the opening chapter, and more generally, 

asks questions like what could be the principal idea behind this chapter and what is its relation with 

other inner chapters of Zhuāng-Zǐ. 

ULANOWSKI, Krzysztof (University of Gdansk, Poland) 

Communication with Gods: The Case of Divination in Mesopotamian Civilization 

Divination was a salient characteristic of Mesopotamian civilization. It was based on the idea that to 

some extent the future is pre-determined, but the gods, especially Shamash and Adad (“Shamash, lord 

of the judgment, Adad, lord of the inspection”), have made available to man certain indications of the 

future (omens and portents) in the world around him, which can be interpreted (divined) by experts 

with specialist knowledge. The future, as crystallized in the present, was not considered by the 

Babylonians as created solely by gods but rather as the result of a dialogue between man and god. The 

first and basic assumption of the Mesopotamian civilization is that the gods communicate their 

intentions through signs, and that the universe works according to certain principles, the decoding of 

which requires only knowledge and expertise. The Mesopotamians believed that the gods wrote into 

the universe, and that is why the world could be read by those who were wise enough (some kind of 

priests and scholars). The organic body was seen as a text. The specially prepared priests could explain 

the signs sent down by the gods (in Akkadian the word pašāru means a multilayered reading or 

decipherment of texts). 

Divination was divided for many groups and specializations. Extispicy was a reading of sacrificial 

animal’s entrails because the liver was considered to be a choice recipient of supernatural messages. 

The very popular way of divination, especially in the NA period, was astrology and meteoromancy, 

the days of calendar (hemerologies and menologies, to the extent that the coincidental or accidental 

nature of a specific event on a specific moment of the calendar could be ominous, as it would be a 

singular occurrence in itself). Constant respect and recognition were given to the birth of creatures and 

their form when leaving the womb (tocomancy and teratomancy); the disposition of the human body 

and the behaviour of men (physiognomy); the contents of dreams (oneiromancy); accidents and their 

occurrences and especially unexpected noises that strike the ear (cledonomancy); the examination of 



68 
 

the configurations presented by drops of oil (lecanomancy) or of pinches of flour (aleuromancy). 

There were also the less popular practices as ornithomancy and necromancy. 

The question is how popular and how often used as a way of communication was the divination 

and how seriously was it handled by the ancients? 

VALANCIUNAS, Deimantas (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

Of Roots and Routes: Migration, Home and Belonging in Bollywood’s Films on Diaspora 

Hindi popular cinema (loosely referred to as Bollywood) is one of the major features of contemporary 

Indian public culture, consumed and appreciated by millions of people in India and abroad. Long 

despised by intellectuals as kitsch, melodramatic, superficial and trivial, in the past twenty years 

Bollywood has become an object of serious academic research, marked by the dramatic shift from the 

(often) Eurocentric theory, which dominated film studies in the ‘70s and ‘80s, to the appreciation of 

diversity in World cinemas, propelled by the growth of postcolonial and cultural studies and the 

disappearing preoccupation with the forms of ‘high culture’ (Featherstone 2005). The 

acknowledgment of the importance of popular culture in the academic researches 

appreciated Bollywood’s unique form of cinematic expression and, more importantly, its impact on 

the everyday experiences and identities of its spectators. 

Since the independence Indian popular cinema was an active participant in the project of imagining 

the nation, constantly shifting and re-thinking its narratives according to the socio-cultural and 

historical transformations in India. After the economic liberalization of 1991 and the increased 

migration resulting in many Indians settling abroad, Bollywood presented many film narratives 

located in the diaspora spaces (London, New York etc.), marking the diaspora as an inevitable 

outcome of modernity, globalization, and the contemporary postcolonial India. Films with diaspora 

setting are consumed and appreciated by spectators both in India and overseas (for example, such 

high-grossing films as Namastey London (2007) and Jab Tak Hai Jaan (2012)), marking these films 

not only as a profitable global product but also as a distinctive reflection of the changed role of India 

in the global arena. 

Many Bollywood films set in diaspora locations would emphasize the questions of ‘home’ and 

‘belonging’, incorporating many important aspects of gender (especially through the representations of 

women character), religion (or the Hinduness), and national identity (the possibility of staying ‘Indian’ 

in the diasporic space). The diaspora space constructed in Bollywood films, however, is ideologically 

ambiguous and very different from films created by actual diasporic filmmakers. This space becomes 

an ideological site where concepts of ‘hybridity’ and ‘the third space’, celebrated by the postcolonial 

theorists and diasporic filmmakers, are negotiated and even contested. Therefore, the present paper 

proposes to investigate the construction of diaspora space in contemporary Bollywood’s films (e.g. 

Purab aur Pacchim (1970), Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jaenge (1995), Kabhi Khushi Kabhie Gham (2001), 

Namastey London (2007)), tracing the major ideological shifts in the films’ narratives in relation to the 

changing socio-cultural and political climate of India. 

WAN, Kaiyan (Capital University of Economics and Business) 

Historical Evolution of the Pictophonetic Characters and Phonetic Elements in Pronunciation 

Pictophonetic characters were first classified by Xu Shen in the later Han era. The conception “a 

pictophonetic character includes two parts: A semantic radical and a phonetic element” has been 

accepted for thousands of years. However, the pronunciations of many pictophonetic characters have 

changed. Many Chinese teachers, especially when teaching Chinese as a second language, don’t know 

how to explain why the pronunciations of the pictophonetic characters are different from the phonetic 

elements. Many scholars are not optimistic about the statistical results regarding “a pictophonetic 

character’s pronunciation matches its phonetic element”. The statistics by Li Yan and Kang Jiashen 

(1995) showed that only 19% of pictophonetic characters match their phonetic elements in 

pronunciation. 
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In this research I will use the traditional rhyme dictionary to describe and explain the historical 

evolution of pictophonetic characters in pronunciation from ancient to modern. 

The theoretical basis of this study is Duan Yucai’s proposition on phonetic elements (一聲可諧萬

字 萬字而必同部 同聲必同部). Duan’s proposition has been confirmed by experts and scholars and 

has become a principle in Chinese historical phonology. 

This research focuses on 3,500 modern pictophonetic characters chosen from “General Normal 

Characters Table”《通用规范字表》and inspects the historical evolution of pictophonetic characters 

and phonetic elements in pronunciation. Firstly, I will mark the pronunciations of pictophonetic 

characters and phonetic elements with International Phonetic Alphabets through four periods: pre-Qin, 

Tang-Song, Ming-Qing, contemporary; secondly, I will depict the pictophonetic characters as a 

network according to their phonetic elements, then describe and analyze them in three categories: 

Yangshengyun, Yinshengyun, and Rushengyun. 

WANG, Rudong (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, China; Confucius Institute at 

Tallinn University, Estonia) 

A Contrastive Study of Mandarin shì and Estonian ole- in Grammar 

This paper analyses the Mandarin shì and Estonian ole- in the distribution and function of grammar, 

and reveals the essential difference in their nature. Initially shì was a pronoun and then became a 

copulative verb, functioning as a judging and stressing word, which is still used in contemporary 

Chinese. It can sometimes be omitted without influencing the meaning of the sentence. Estonian ole- 

has rich meanings in grammar, such as shì and yǒu in Chinese, and sometimes it acts as a predictive 

element for description to the subject, but not the simple literal comparisons. It is complicated and 

distinctive of the related grammars in different languages. 

WANG, Weimin; QIAO, Quansheng (Shanxi University, China) 

The Influence of Thomas Meadows’ Mandarin Orthography on Thomas Wade’s Mandarin 

Orthography 

Thomas Meadows proposed the first published scheme of Pekingese orthography with a Roman 

alphabet. Through research we think that Meadows’ orthography was based on Robert Thom’s 

orthography, Robert Thom adhered to Morrison’s system of orthography with modifications, and 

Morrison’s orthography was based on Nanking pronunciation according to Thomas Meadows’s note. 

Thomas Meadows made the first step at cancelling entering tone, setting up a class of alveolo-palatal 

sound and describing first even, second even, rising, departing tone with the number 1, 2, 3, 4 

separately in describing Peking pronunciation, although his modification is not so proper. Thomas 

Meadows’ orthography had a deep effect on Thomas Wade’s orthography. 

VÉR, Márton (Turkological Research Group of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Hungary) 

The Last Episode of the Silk Road’s Golden Age: Mongols and Overland Trade 

During the last decades researchers of the Silk Road’s ancient history have pointed out that most of the 

merchants did not trade along the entire length of the commercial network. Most of the dealers were 

active between two neighbouring territories and exchanged their merchandise on the local markets, so 

a certain commodity could change hands several times before arriving in Europe from Asia or the 

other way around. Another well-known fact is that the various political formations which took control 

over particular parts of the Silk Road alternated recurrently during the most of its one and a half 

millennium long history. The relations between states along the Silk Road were of paramount 

importance to the functioning of the commercial network. 
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The latter of the above statements was changed fundamentally in the first decades of the 13
th
 

century, when the Mongols conquered a huge part of Eurasia and established an empire of 

unprecedented size under Chinghis Khan. The aim of the present paper is to find the answer(s) to the 

question whether these changes effected and, if yes, how did they effect the former statement, i.e. the 

most of the overland trading activity along the Silk Road took place between adjoining territories and 

not as long-distance or intercontinental trade. The first part of the presentation outlines the relationship 

of the Mongols and the Silk Road in the 13
th
–14

th
 centuries on the basis of narrative sources and 

secondary literature. The second part of the presentation presents and analyses some of the so far 

understudied but highly relevant group of sources, the so-called Uyghur civil documents from East 

Turkestan. 

VIDMAROVIĆ, Branimir (Dag Hammarskjöld University College of International Relations and 

Diplomacy, Zagreb, Croatia) 

North Korea as a Chinese Soft Security Factor in East Asia 

The North Korea issue is one of the key potential hot spots in the East Asian region. It is in fact so 

important that it managed to bring together a number of world powers – China, US, Russia, Japan, and 

South Korea – over a relatively long period of four years. The six-party-talks were ultimately 

discontinued, but the issue lived on in both practical and theoretical planes. Pyongyang’s aggressive 

statements, sporadic, irrational behaviour, and arms tests served as a catalyst for many defence-related 

processes in the neighbouring countries. Japan, for example, began rethinking its security and 

fantasizing about nuclear weapons as a result of North Korea’s impending threat. 

Reactions to the North Korea issue managed to shed some light on the countries’ motives and 

interests. The US’s reaction traditionally reflects its security policy regarding Japan, Taiwan, and 

South Korea. China’s calm behaviour, on the other hand, suggests that Beijing is in control or at least 

very well aware of North Korea’s situation and prospects. China strongly objects Japan’s desire to 

obtain its own nuclear weapon yet takes North Korea’s one lightly. Neither Beijing nor Washington 

seem to really want to put an end to the whole issue. 

This leads to several hypothesis that need to be analyzed: 

(1) Beijing is most likely using North Korea as its proxy soft security tool for political and security 

purposes. 

(2) As a standalone country, North Korea is a hard security issue, but in the context of Beijing’s 

power games, it is a soft security issue. 

(3) The situation in North Korea is actually helping the stability in the Region because it draws 

attention from other hot issues, such as the Sino-Japanese rivalry. 

(4) Beijing is interested in keeping the North Korean status quo for as long as possible. 

VIDŪNAS, Vytis (Vilnius University, Lithuania) 

The Concept of brahman in the Vedas: A Linguistic Approach 

The concept of brahman as „the supreme soul of the universe, self existent absolute“ is well known in 

philosophical and theological speculations in the Ancient India since the times of the late Vedic 

Literature and was especially elaborated in the Upanishads. However, the word brahman in early 

Vedic texts usually means “a prayer, the sacred word”. After taking into account the main 

etymological links of the term, the paper presents the lexical and semantic analysis of the textual 

usages of the word brahman in the early Vedic texts (mainly in the Rigveda and to a lesser extent in 

the Atharvaveda saṃhitās). This is an attempt to answer questions concerning the initial meanings of 

the word brahman in the poetical language of the Ancient Indian priests and to investigate the possible 

semantic development of the term into the concept which is presented in the later Ancient Indian texts. 

  



71 
 

ZHANG, Daqiu (Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, China; Confucius Institute at 

Tallinn University, Estonia) 

Is xìng in the Question nín guìxìng a Verb in Mandarin Chinese? 

The honourable manner in asking for name or age in Chinese seems just to achieve a pragmatic 

purpose, but with a more careful scrutiny we can find it has left more questions unanswered, 

grammatical in particular: Why xìng functions as a verb? If it is a verb, is it a transitive or an 

intransitive? If it is a transitive, then where is the wh-object? If it is an intransitive, then why does the 

answer to it take an object of any surname? This paper argues that the xìng is actually a noun in the 

lexicon, honourably modified by an adjective. The question is actually a shortened one with the wh-

question word unspelt. Similar examples include: Nín guìgēng? Nín gāoshòu? My interpretation is that 

(1) due to the habitual deletion of question particles like ma in Yes-No questions in classic Chinese 

(chī guò-le (ma)?), it is possible to delete the high frequent wh-word in wh-questions, especially in 

honourable manner with guì. (2) The answer to the question (Miǎn guì, xìng Zhāng) seems to be 

taking xìng as a transitive verb, but I argue that it is false. It is just because BE is covert in the main 

clause, which should be xìng (BE) Zhāng. The support comes from a complete answer like (Miǎn guì, 

(wǒ) xìng (BE) Zhāng, míng (jiào) Dáqiú). This deletion of copular BE in Chinese is quite popular and 

habitual even in Mandarin Chinese today. 

ZHANG, Minquan (Communication University of China, Beijing) 

A Critical Review of the Sino-Tibetan Hypothesis and its Research Methodology 

The so-called Sino-Tibetan language family is just an unverified hypothesis with its historical scope 

and the genetic relations between the two languages remaining a controversy, and with no academic 

achievements in this area universally accepted by scholars in the linguistic community so far. The 

hypothesis, therefore, has yet to be proved by scientific evidence. In this process scientific research 

methodology is of utmost importance. We cannot identify the basic vocabulary, choose cognate words, 

and reconstruct the phonological system merely out of our imagination. 

ZHENG, Linxiao (Renmin University of China, Beijing, China) 

A Study on the Phonology of Woo-chay-yun-foo by Robert Morrison 

A Dictionary of the Chinese Language in Three Parts, complied by the British missionary Robert 

Morrison from 1815 to 1823, is the first Chinese-English dictionary in history, which has made great 

contributions to the communication between China and West. What this paper focuses on is Woo-

chay-yun-foo, the second part of Morrison’s great dictionary. In Woo-chay-yun-foo Morrison 

developed the romanization of 12680 Chinese characters, which shed light on the pronunciation of 

Mandarin at that time. Presently the research on Woo-chay-yun-foo is very limited, most of it about the 

phonology recorded in this dictionary. This paper aims to continue the discussion of phonology by 

analyzing the pronunciation of the initial groups Zhi, Zhuang, and Zhang in Woo-chay-yun-foo. 

It is found that in Woo-chay-yun-foo, the initials in group Zhi and Zhang are mainly pronounced as 

[tʂ, tʂ‘,ʂ], while some of them are turned into [ts, ts‘,s] when combined with Geng She. The initials in 

group Zhuang, however, develop in two directions according to the finals that follow them: (1) ts, 

ts‘ and s before final group Yu; (2) tʂ, tʂ‘ and ʂ before final group Jia. The pronunciation of group Zhi, 

Zhuang and Zhang in this dictionary is similar to what Xiong Zhenghui (1990) names “Nanjing type” 

when classifying modern Mandarin Chinese. In this sense it is likely that what Woo-chay-yun-foo 

records is Mid-Qing Mandarin based on Nanjing Dialect. 
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ZIMONYI, István (University of Szeged, Hungary) 

Identities among the Nomads of Central Eurasia 

Nationality among the nomads of Eurasia has special aspects: (1) The nomadic tribes and tribal 

confederacies can be described as using the model of gens, including the common origin, traditions 

and language; (2) The lack of political stability is a key factor in the history of Eurasian steppe. It 

means that there is no ethnic continuity from the Middle Ages; (3) A nomadic way of life is against 

the territorial principles of settled civilizations. The confusion of linguistic and historical aspects is a 

source of misunderstanding, the languages can be identified with ethnic groups and the use of affinity 

among peoples is logically absurd and unacceptable. Finally, the formation of modern Uygur and 

Tatar nations are analysed as examples. 

ZISSU, Boaz (Bar-Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel) 

Jerusalem and Judean Tombs and Burial Customs in the First Century CE 

While the urban necropolis of Jerusalem during the late Second Temple period (2nd c. BCE-1st c. CE) 

has been thoroughly studied, the more distant Jewish rural areas have mostly been neglected. The 

planned paper attempts to present an overview of the tombs' architecture, burial customs and 

chronology of Jewish burial in the Judean countryside vs. those in the urban centre of Jerusalem 

during the 2nd c. BCE - 2nd c. CE. 

Jerusalem’s necropoleis of the late Second Temple period were extensively studied (Kloner and 

Zissu 2007), similarly to the burial grounds of important contemporaneous sites like Jericho, 'En Gedi, 

and Qumran (Hachlili 2005, and lit. cit. there). 

However, the burial customs of Jewish rural settlements scattered all over the Judean countryside 

were never examined as a whole. A primary attempt to study the phenomenon was undertaken in my 

PhD thesis (Zissu 2001). 

The present study's purpose is to present an overview of Jewish rock-cut tombs located near farms, 

estates, villages, and towns situated in Judea proper [i.e. the area extending from the Samarian border 

in the north to the Be'er Sheva Valley in the south and from the Jordan Valley in the east to the Coastal 

Plain in the west (Josephus, War, 3, 51)]. 

The lecture addresses archaeological issues: the location of tombs in relation to inhabited areas, the 

architecture of rock-cut burial caves, tomb markers and architectural decoration, spatial distribution of 

graves, the tomb's chronology, the prevalent burial customs and practices. 
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